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284th BSB — Friedberg, Giessen

Story and photo by Staff Sgt.
Tony Sailer

1st Armored Division Public Affairs Office

Years of neglect, looting and violence
have left several schools in Karbala, Iraq,
rundown, damaged and unsafe. But with help
from U.S. combat engineers, many children in
Karbala will have a better environment in
which to learn.

Company A, 16th Engineer Battalion, of
the 1st Brigade Combat Team, has adopted
four schools in Karbala and has provided
more than $126,000 for cleanup and repair of
damaged and rundown facilities.

“We have agreements with three contrac-
tors who have all done excellent work,” 1st Lt.
Rob McMahon, 2nd Platoon leader said. “It
is surprising how quickly they got started,
and their progress is unbelievable.”

The new contracts were granted mid-June
using Commander’s Emergency Relief Pro-
gram funds. In just a few days, vast improve-
ment to the school grounds and buildings
was apparent.

“We are cleaning and painting the class-
rooms, repairing the plumbing in the bath-

rooms, replacing broken windows and deal-
ing with electrical problems,” McMahon said.
“Looters had stripped most of the wiring out
of the buildings, so that has been a big
challenge to replace.”

Two schools are getting a full renovation,
and one will also have a new wall built around
it.

The contractors are employing local labor
and “on many levels it has great effect, help-
ing to jump-start the local economy,”
McMahon said. “Our overall goal was to
improve as much as possible, and I feel that
we have increased the standard of living for
these kids probably by 200 percent.”

Many missions
Company A has had many missions while

stationed in Karbala.
“Our unit was here for the fighting,”

McMahon said. “No people were in the streets
due to the violence, but now there is activity,
people are out and about cleaning up their
neighborhoods. We have seen vast improve-
ments since then. There has been an amazing
change here in the last two weeks.”

16th Engineers help grade schools recover

Students hit the books on test day in a recently renovated classroom. Soldiers from
Giessen’s 16th Engineer Battalion “Gators” helped renovate this and other schools in
Karbala, Iraq.

Many schools are closed for summer
break, so workmen are using this time to
repair holes in walls, removing rubble and
waste, and installing ceiling fans to improve

air circulation.
“I am glad to be a part of all this. It im-

proves the community and helps build sup-
port for the coalition,” Mahon said.

Photo by Alexandra Williams

End of 1st Brigade extended deployment in sight
Soldiers of the 16th Engineer “Catamount” Battalion in Giessen march to the battalion’s quad on
the Giessen Depot where they are anxiously expected by families and friends July 11. About 130
Soldiers of the engineer battalion returned in the group. Photo top right: Staff Sgt. Mark Lewis of

Company B, 1-36th Infantry, kisses
his wife Benay as their children
Amberlynn, Madison and Quinton wait
for their turn during the reunion cer-
emony held July 10 in the fitness cen-
ter on Ray Barracks in Friedberg.
About 200 infantry Soldiers returned
Saturday to Ray Barracks. Photo bot-
tom right: Staff Sgt. Herman Wheeler
of the 16th Engineer Battalion gets a
hug from his daughter Tashina as his
wife Wanona looks on. Photo left:
spouses decorate a tank on the
Giessen Depot to welcome redeploy-
ing Soldiers. Up to now approximately
600 Soldiers of the Ready First Com-
bat Team have redeployed to their
home bases.
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By Alexandra Williams
284th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

The man of steel flew into town June 20 to pay 284th Base
Support Battalion children a super visit.

About 60 Child and Youth Services registered youths
gathered at Butzbach Elementary School to meet Superman,
pose for photos, get autographs and hear him share wisdom
from his “book of morals.”

Actor Scott Cranford, who made appearances in movies
such as “Batman Forever,” “Batman Returns” and “Batman
and Robin,” and soap operas including “The Bold and the
Beautiful” and “General Hospital,” donned the hero’s cos-
tume to entertain military families in Germany as part of the
Installation Management Agency-Europe Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Summer Shout Out Program.

The program brings celebrities to Army families in Europe
to help relieve extension stress.

It was the first visit to military families overseas for
Cranford.

“The Army invited me to participate in the program, and
I jumped at the opportunity when they suggested coming to
Germany to entertain children. I think it’s important to sup-
port our Soldiers and their families,” he said.

His stay in Germany also included visits to Baumholder,
Hanau, Wiesbaden, Würzburg and Bamberg.

“I am really impressed with the kids in these communities.
They are really brave. It’s a great group and I couldn’t be
happier, though I miss my six-month-old son Jack. It was hard

Superman lifts spirits of 284th BSB youth
leaving him,” Cranford said.

Parents and children alike praised the appearance by the
comic book superhero.

“I am glad that he is taking the time to talk to the children.
We really appreciate it, because Superman is their hero,” said
Tammy Jones, a Family Child Care provider.

“I have two sons, and Superman is their hero — they even
have Superman underwear. They were so excited when they
heard he was coming to Butzbach and they did not want to
miss it. His appearance made them very happy and I appre-
ciate that,” said Tamara Cannon.

Quincy Dewey, age 9, said it was a fun day with Superman.
“My favorite part was when they gave away the prizes.”

“I liked it when other people asked him questions. I asked
him if he knew how to fly and he said ‘yes, but I promised the
military not to fly so I wouldn’t confuse the radar and
airplanes,’” said 10-year-old Garrin Rard.

Kathleen Staten, age 8, gave Superman a picture she
had drawn of him. “He’s my hero; that’s why I drew the
picture. The picture shows him rescuing the day. He’s
really nice to all the children, and I wish he’d come back
more often. It’s too bad the Military Police made him
promise not to fly,” she said.

“Superman’s a good man and he should come and see us
more often and tell us more about all the things he has to do
to keep Metropolis safe,” said 8-year-old Allen Krischker.

Other celebrities visiting the 284th BSB this summer
include football running back Deuce McAllister and tae bo
instructor Billy Blanks.

Photo by Sarah Ernst

Actor Scott Cranford, alias Superman, poses with Child and
Youth Services staff and children during his visit to the
284th Base Support Battalion.
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By Alexandra Williams
284th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

Facility engineers of the 284th Base Support Battalion
Directorate of Public Works are helping the Army’s transfor-
mation by obtaining professional certification under the
Defense Acquisition Workforce Improvement Act, officials
said.

“Congress passed DAWIA in 1991 to ensure the Depart-
ment of Defense has qualified acquisition personnel,” said
Peter Bosmajian, chief facility engi-
neer at the Operations and Mainte-
nance Division of the 284th BSB
DPW.

“Acquisition is the planning, de-
sign, development, testing, con-
tracting, production, introduction
of acquisition logistics support and
the disposal of equipment, facili-
ties, supplies or services to include
construction intended for the use in
or support of military missions,” he
said.

Career fields include business,
cost estimating and financial man-
agement; contracting; facilities en-
gineering; life cycle logistics and program management.

“Within each of these career fields there are three levels
of certification. The primary requirement is a baccalaureate
degree from an accredited university,” Bosmajian said.

To fulfill DoD’s need for qualified and certified personnel
the Defense Acquisition University located in Fort Belvoir,
Va., offers online courses providing professionals with man-
datory, assignment-specific and career-continuing educa-
tion to make smart business decisions. Once registered each

course has to be completed within 60 days.
Since DAU was established for the professional develop-

ment of U.S. civilian and military engineers, it is remarkable
that Erich Knortz, Peter Zeisberger, Klaus Hahn, Oliver Klatt,
Timo Spindler and Felix Bartels, all local national employees,
are not only among the first facility engineers within Instal-
lation Management Agency-Europe, but also the first local
nationals to strive for the certification, said Bosmajian.

“I am very proud of these guys. It’s not easy getting
certified, but it’s even harder when
English is the second language. It
shows me their desire to achieve a
high degree of professionalism in
their work and most important their
pride in the Army,” he said.

“All except for Timo have com-
pleted level I in both the facility engi-
neering and program management
field,” Bosmajian said. Spindler re-
placed Bartels about three months
ago.

As a member of the Army Acqui-
sition Corps Bosmajian, a registered
professional engineer in Washing-
ton State and Australia, is encour-

aged to promote the certification, he said.

Preparing for the future
“I wanted to get these guys prepared for the future. The

post is going to close in a few years and I would hate to see
them leave because the Army would lose valuable employ-
ees. These certifications will help them find another job
within the Army system or another military branch,” he said.

The engineers appreciated the chance for professional

development, said Knortz. “I have 20 years of rather specific
engineering experience with the Army. After completing
these DAU courses, I realize that facilities engineering is
holistic. This program has helped me to readjust my thinking
in terms of new technologies, Army transformation and the
entire acquisition life cycle,” he said.

“The training enabled us to understand the entire life
cycle of facilities. Normally you are only involved in one step,
maybe the construction. During our studies we had to think
and plan ahead and consider maintenance, but also what’s
going to happen later when the building has to be disposed
of,” said Hahn.

“Another benefit is the fact that now with fewer funds
available, DAU allows engineers to continue their studies.
Though many topics are specific to the DoD, I could use the
knowledge working on the economy as well because actually
it doesn’t matter if you are responsible for only one or many
buildings, like here in the installation,” said Klatt.

“The studies were also a great team-building opportu-
nity,” said Zeisberger. “Because we worked together, we
learned a lot about the job of our colleagues. We all are
responsible for different areas, but understanding or know-
ing details about my colleagues’ jobs will save us time and
money through better cooperation and coordination. It kind
of opens your eyes for other areas.”

“I just started on level I, but I believe I can use the
knowledge later on. If it is not going to be with the military
I am sure I can use it somewhere outside, maybe with an
American contractor who works with the Army,” said
Spindler.

“I’m very proud of these engineers and their willingness
to overcome these challenges to set the standard for profes-
sional development in IMA,” said Bosmajian.  “This is a
tremendous achievement.”

Local engineers lead way in acquisition certification

By Alexandra Williams
284th Base Support Battalion

Public Affairs Office

Knowing how to respond to a
building fire can mean the differ-
ence between life and death.

In the case of an apartment fire
you most likely will choose to use
the stairwell to exit the building, but
this could be a fatal decision if smoke
and fire are blocking it. Many times
the safest thing to do is to stay in
the apartment and wait for the
firefighters to evacuate you and
your family, officials said.

“All apartment doors in the 284th
Base Support Battalion are direct
fireproof for 30 minutes, basement
doors even for 90 minutes,” said
Achim Nikolai of the 284th BSB Fire
Department.

Fire Department officials recom-
mend doing the following in the
case of a stairwell fire:

✔ Stay low. Smoke from a fire is
toxic and deadly no matter what
kind of structure you live in. When
you conduct a fire drill everyone in
the family should practice crawling
on their hands and knees low under
smoke, one or two feet above the
ground, where the air is cooler and
cleaner.

✔ Wait in the apartment. In the
event of a fire in the stairwell stay in

the apartment and wait for the
firefighters. When the stairwells are
filled with smoke you will not be
able to see, and inhaling the smoke
can lead to smoke poisoning or
death.

✔ Seal yourself for safety. Use
duct tape to seal the door on both
sides and the top and a wet towel to
seal the space between the door
and the floor.

✔ Stay by the window. Go to a
room that has a window facing the
road. If possible open the windows
so fresh air can come in. Don’t break
the window because if smoke en-
ters the room from outside the build-
ing you won’t be able to protect
yourself.

✔ Signal to firefighters. Wave a
flashlight or colored cloth at the
window to let them know you are
still in the apartment and where you
are located.

✔ Practice your fire escape pro-
cedures. Regardless of how many
floors your building has it’s impor-
tant you and your family are pre-
pared to respond to a fire alarm.
Hold fire drills to prepare yourself
on how to respond to a fire.

✔ The correct fire emergency
number to call from military
phones is 117. When calling from
civilian phones Giessen residents

must dial 402-117 and anyone liv-
ing in Butzbach, Bad Nauheim or
Friedberg must call (0641) 402-
117.

By calling this number you will
reach the BSB fire department,
which is staffed around the clock
with bilingual dispatchers.

Only German speaking residents
of private leased housing that is not
located near a military facility should
dial 112, the host nation emergency
number.

Various training
available

“The Fire Department in Giessen
hosts a variety of educational
classes to include fire extinguisher
classes, fire warden training and
fire safety and prevention classes,”
said Nicolai.

“The training is open to anyone,
not only to Soldiers and their fami-
lies. Knowing how to correctly re-
spond to any kind of fire can save
the lives of your family,” he said.

To arrange for training just call
the fire department in Giessen. A
mandatory number of attendees is
not required.

For more information on fire
safety or to schedule a fire safety
training class call the Fire Depart-
ment at mil 343-8388.

Fire safety: Knowing how to respond in a stairwell fire essential to saving lives

Photo courtesy of the Friedberg Community Bank

Judith Brown of the Friedberg Community Bank practices  extinguishing
a fire during training held by the fire department staff in Friedberg.
Training classes can be arranged for anyone interested in learning more
about how to prevent fires and to cope when one occurs.

“I am very proud of
these engineers and
their willigness to
overcome the chal-

lenges to set the
standard for profes-
sional development

in IMA .” — Peter
Bosmajian, chief fa-

cility engineer
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School bus registration
School bus registration for the 2004/2005

school year continues all summer. The School
Bus Office in Butzbach is open Monday and
Tuesday from 9 a.m. to noon and 1-2 p.m. In
Bad Nauheim registration can be done from
9 a.m. to noon at the elementary school, and
in Giessen Thursday from 8-11:30 a.m. at the
high school and from noon to 2:30 p.m. at the
elementary school.

Weekend child care
Child and Youth Services host a Super

Saturday morning child care service July 31
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Bad Nauheim Child
Development Center. The service is available
for all CLEOS registered children age six
weeks to 11 years old. Reservations are re-
quired. For more information call Butzbach
CDC at civ (06032) 83536.

Newborn care
Army Community Service hosts a new-

born care class July 24 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Butzbach Outreach Center in Building
6543. The class addresses all aspects of car-
ing for a baby using lectures and videos. For
details call Giessen ACS at civ (0641) 402-
8076.

Outprocessing briefings
The next PCS/ETS outprocessing briefing

takes place July 27 starting at 10 a.m. in the
Old Ironsides Theater on Ray Barracks in

Friedberg and Aug. 10 starting at 10
a.m. in the classroom in Building 4 on
the Giessen Depot. Spouses are en-
couraged to attend the class. For de-
tails call mil 343-8077/6535.

Visit Customs before
moving

Community members getting ready
to leave Germany are encouraged to
arrange for an appointment at the
Customs Office located in Building 4
on the Giessen Depot to prepare for
the Customs inspection. The staff will
explain the process and answer Cus-
toms-related questions. The Customs
Office is open Monday to Wednes-
day and Friday from 8:30-11:30 a.m.
and 1-4:30 p.m. It is closed Thursday
for sergeant’s time. For more informa-
tion call mil 343-6518/6514 or civ (0641)
402-6518/6514.

Crafts in Giessen
The Giessen Arts and Crafts Shop

hosts a cross stitch class July 27 from
4-5 p.m. The cost is $15. A tie-dyed
tees class will be held July 29 from
4:30-5:30 p.m. The cost is $5.50, and
you must bring your own shirt. A
scrapbooking class is scheduled for
Aug. 3 from 4-5 p.m. The cost is $15. Kid’s
bubble paper boxes can be constructed Aug. 5 from 4:30-5:30 p.m. The cost is $5.50. A

crochet class takes place Aug. 10 from 4-5
p.m. The cost is $15. For details call mil 343-
6445.

Free POV safety
inspection

The 284th Base Support Battalion Auto
Skills Center offers free privately owned ve-
hicle safety inspections in support of ex-
tended families. Family members may bring
their POVs to either the Giessen or Friedberg
Auto Skills Center. Service is on a first-come,
first-served basis. For more information call
the Giessen Auto Skills Center at mil 343-7050
or Friedberg at mil 324-3218.

Gospel service
A gospel service is held every Sunday at

12:30 p.m. at the Giessen Chapel. Choir re-
hearsal takes place every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
for children and 7:30 p.m. for adults. Bible
study for adults is scheduled for Tuesday
starting at 6:30 p.m. Intercessory prayer takes
place Sunday at 6 a.m. and parish counsel
meetings are held every second Monday of
the month. A women’s conference is sched-
uled for Aug. 27-28. Limited child care will be
available. For more information call civ (0641)
4648 4966.

Spanish Mass
A Spanish Mass will be held at the Giessen

Chapel Aug. 1 at 5 p.m. For details call the
Chaplain’s Office in Giessen at mil 343-8020.

Tax Center update
Services at the Giessen Tax Center are

available by appointment only. Call mil 343-

Community spotlight

Photo by Mary Ann Ernst

Local boy earns Eagle Scout award
Kurt Lambert, a Boy Scout from Troop  37 (fourth from left) cuts the ribbon to a new announcer
booth and refreshment stand at the baseball field in Giessen’s Marshall Housing as fellow
Scouts and 284th Base Support Battalion commander Lt. Col. Bart Shreve look on. The booth
was Lambert’s Eagle Scout project. “I started planning the project in March, and the actual work
took about two months,” said 13-year-old Lambert. Material for the project was donated by
the 284th BSB. Lambert received support from eight Boy Scouts of his troop and 15 adults.

8268 to schedule an appointment. The
Friedberg Tax Center is open daily from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. until Sept. 30 for walk-ins and
appointments. The center is located in Build-
ing 3635, Room 112. Call mil 324-2275.

Go flying
Paragliding season is open through No-

vember. The Paragliding Glider Club in
Giessen offers gliding lessons every Satur-
day and Sunday. The cost is €155 for youths
up to age 14 and €260 for adults age 15 and
older. A seven-to-15-minute ride (depending
on the draft) is €15 and participants must be
5 years or older. The Cloudbusters balloon-
ing club in Pohlheim offers rides to Frankfurt
for up to 25 people per balloon. The cost is
€185 per person. The ballooning season is
open through October. Giessen Outdoor
Recreation Center will set up appointments
for anyone interested. For more information
call mil 343-8202/8207.

Pick up lost and found
items from MPs

The following found items have been
turned in to the Giessen Military Police Sta-
tion: one gray colored Ericsson cell phone
and one gray colored Sharp cell phone. Any-
one who can identify the phone and give
proof of ownership will get the phone back.
For more information call Investigator Gre-
gory S. Kafer at mil 343-7601.

Bulk trash pickup
 The next bulk trash pickup date for all

housing areas in the 284th Base Support
Battalion is Aug. 6.

Photo by Alexandra Williams

Registration for new term open
Family member Kelly Munoz fills out an application form on a computer during a financial
aid class at the Giessen Education Center. Classes are offered before the new term begins
to assist students in applying for scholarships. Randy McNally, University of Maryland
counselor, encourages community members, especially spouses, to see a field represen-
tative at their local education center for assistance with financial aid. “We can help them
with the forms and school codes, and we have Internet access,” he said. Financial aid for
spouses includes Pell grants, scholarships and Army Emergency Relief scholarships. “You
can get up to $400 per term, and the money does not have to be paid back.” The first term
begins Aug. 23 and ends Oct. 15. “We are offering Psychology 100 on Monday and
Wednesday, Business Management 110 on Tuesday and Thursday and a History 337
weekend course.” Also offered are distance education courses. “These courses are perfect
for spouses because they can work on their education online while they are at home.” For
more information on classes and financial aide call the Education Center in Giessen at mil
343-7152 or Friedberg at mil 324-3119.
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Credit union job
AFCU is hiring a full-time teller

at the Hanau Branch. One year of
teller experience or one year cash-
handling experience and one year
general office experience is required
for the position. Contact branch
manager Matt Haas at mil 322-8062
or civ (06181) 953-80 for more infor-
mation.

Job orientation
Have you just arrived and don’t

know where to begin your job
search? Army Community Service
offers employment orientation on
Tuesdays, July 20 and 27 from 10-
11:30 a.m. in Building 9, Room 104
on Pioneer Kaserne. For informa-
tion call mil 322-9191.

Dress for Success
The ACS Employment Readi-

ness Team will host a Dress for
Success seminar, July 21 from 10-
11:30 a.m. in Building 9, Room 104
on Pioneer Kaserne. For informa-
tion call mil 322-9191.

Interview
techniques

On July 22 the Employment
Readiness Team will host an inter-
view techniques seminar from 10-
11:30 a.m. in Building 9, Room 104
on Pioneer Kaserne. For informa-
tion call mil 322-9191.

Computer sign-up
All visitors to the Central Pro-

cessing Facility on Pioneer Kaserne
should report to Building 21, Room
10 for a computerized sign-in. All
agencies monitor the sign-in list
and page the next customer. Per-
sonnel IOP, finance IOP, installa-
tion access, ID cards, transporta-
tion, SATO travel, Housing (in/out
processing), CLEOS and clearing
papers/final-out at CPF all use this
new electronic sign-in.

Alcoholics
Anonymous

The Hanau Army Sub-
stance Abuse Program hosts
Alcoholics Anonymous meet-
ings every Wednesday at 7
p.m. in Room 327, Building 3
on Hanau’s Pioneer Kaserne
(enter the building at the first
stairwell closest to the main
street and proceed to the third
floor, end of the hall). For more
information call Ken Petersen at mil
322-8911/8762.

EFMP
The Exceptional Family Mem-

ber Program Support Network meets
on the fourth Monday of the month
from 4-5 p.m. at Army Community
Service, Building 9 on Pioneer
Kaserne. For information call mil
322-9275 or civ (06181) 88-9275.

Respite care
Respite care provides a brief time

away for care givers responsible for
special-needs children in the 414th
Base Support Battalion. Call mil 322-
9275 or civ (06181) 88-9275 for infor-
mation.

Büdingen fitness
Enroll your child, 6 years old and

up, for a Child and Youth Services-
sponsored tae kwon do class, Tues-
days and Thursdays from 6-7 p.m.
at the Büdingen Fitness Center. The
class costs $35 per month. Call mil
323-3919/9144. Children must be
registered at CLEOS.

Cardwell art class
Enroll your child, 9-17

years old, in a Child and
Youth Services-spon-
sored art class, Tuesdays

and Thursdays from 5-
6 p.m. at the
Cardwell Youth
Center. The class

costs $35 per month.
Call mil 323-3919 or

9144 for more informa-
tion and to register.

Basic car care class
Learn about basic car mainte-

nance at Hanau Auto Skills every
Wednesday at 1 p.m. Topics in-

clude changing your oil, fixing flat
tires, checking fluid levels and brake
pads for wear. The class fee is $10.
Call Hanau Auto Skills at mil 322-
8247 / 8625 to sign up.

New office
For Outdoor Recreation trip res-

ervations, equipment rental and
payments visit the new Leisure
Travel and Equipment Rental Of-
fice at the Community Activities
Center, Building 1355 on
Fliegerhorst Kaserne. The office is
open Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m;
Thursday from noon to 8 p.m. and
closed Saturday, Sunday and fed-
eral holidays. Call mil 322-6015 or
civ (06183) 902-087.

Finance closed
The 39th Finance Battalion will

be closed July 23 for training. Call
mil 322-9238  or civ (06181) 88-9238
for information.

10-K run
Join the 10-K run July 31 at

Büdingen. Register from 9-10:30
a.m. The run starts at 11 a.m. The
entry fee is $10. Call mil 322-9617 for
information.

Hanau Community
Spouses Club

The Hanau Community Spouses
Club needs volunteers to help at
their annual fall bazaar. Profits from
the bazaar are donated to the 414th
Base Support Battalion community
in scholarships and donations to
organizations that support Soldiers
and their families. If you’re inter-

ested in volunteering email
bianca.moton@us.army. mil or call
civ (0160) 9105 2378.

Vacation Bible
School

Register for Vacation Bible
School to be held Aug. 2-6 at  Pio-
neer Chapel. All children entering
kindergarten through sixth grade in
fall 2004 are welcome. Pick up reg-
istration forms at the mail room or
Army Community Service. Call
Abigail Dolinger at civ (06181) 9062
891 or Lisa Hixon at civ (06181) 5079
250 for more information.

Hearts Apart Group
Meet others who have deployed

spouses to share common experi-
ences every Tuesday and Friday at
10 a.m. at Büdingen Army Commu-
nity Service, Building 2207. Call mil
321-4786 or civ (06042) 80786.

Arabic Headstart
Learn about the Middle East,

the culture, people and language at
the Arabic Headstart program July
27-28, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The class is
free and open to all ID card holders.
Space is limited so register early.
Call the Pioneer Education Center
at mil 322-8380/9600.

New USO office
The Hanau USO moved to Build-

ing 9, Room 125 on Pioneer Kaserne.
The USO is open Monday and
Wednesday to Friday from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Tuesday from noon to 5
p.m. Call mil 322-8725 or civ (06181)
56119 for information on USO ser-

vices and events.

IDs required
Ponds guards must have proper

IDs to enter all military installa-
tions. Soldiers running PT in forma-
tion and individually also must carry
their IDs for access.

‘Snow White’
Auditions for “Snow White and

the Seven Dwarfs” will be held at
the Five Pfennig Playhouse Aug.
23 and 24 at 6 p.m. Boys and girls in
grades one to six are needed for the
production. Call the Five Pfenning
Playhouse at civ (06181) 88-8031 or
mil 322-8031.

Bike race
Train for a bike race at Pioneer

Kaserne, Sept. 18. There’ll be many
age categories and distances.
Americans are encouraged to spon-
sor German riders. For information
contact  Larry Bostick at mil 322-
8034, civ (06181) 88-8034 or
larry.bostick@104asg.army.mil.

National Night Out
The Safe Neighborhood Aware-

ness Program presents National
Night Out 2004. It will be held Aug.
3 at the Wolfgang Shopping Center
from 2-7 p.m. Call Demetreia Watson
at mil 323-2855, civ (06181) 180-2855
or email demetreia.n.watson
@us.army.mil.

Tae bo tour
Billy Blanks and Shellie Blanks-

Cimarosti will bring the Spirit of the
Body tae bo tour to Hanau on July
30. For information call mil 322-8391
or go to www.mwr-europe.com.

Sexual assault
hotline

The Defense Department has
established a toll-free telephone
number for individuals to provide
information to the Task Force on
Care for Victims of Sexual Assault.
The hotline, (800) 497-6261, is
staffed from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Eastern
Standard Time weekdays. “Every
service member deserves to be
treated with the utmost respect and
dignity,” said David S.C. Chu, un-
der secretary of Defense. “Sexual
assault is criminal conduct and will
not be tolerated in the Department
of Defense. Information gathered
from the call center will assist the
task force and defense officials in
developing policies and programs
to improve assistance for victims of
assaults and enhance prevention
efforts, Chu said. (DoDNews)

Community notes ... Community notes

Get the latest news online at www.hanau.army.mil

Photos by Pamela Allen

Cleaning up in Büdingen
Around 20 residents joined 414th Base Support Battalion Directorate of Public Works officials to clean
up Büdingen military installations July 9. The effort was aimed at improving the quality of life for Armstrong
housing residents by removing bulk trash, tires, furniture and other items, said Raul Brown, chief of the
facilities branch, 414th BSB DPW. “We wanted to help residents dispose of excess property,” he said.
Another cleanup was scheduled to be held July 16 at Gelnhausen’s Coleman Barracks.
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130th Engineer Brigade changes command
By Dennis Johnson

130th Engineer Brigade Public Affairs Office

Col. Thomas W. Kula took command of the 130th Engineer
Brigade from Col. Gregg F. Martin at a ceremony attended by
hundreds of American Soldiers, family members and German
guests in Hanau July 9.

The ceremony, originally planned to be held outdoors at
the Campo Pond Training Area, was held in Hanau’s Pioneer
Fitness Center because of high winds and the threat of rain.

“To the Soldiers, leaders and families of the 130th, thank
you for who you are, for what you have done, are doing and
will do,” said Martin during farewell remarks. “What you are
doing is critical to the security and defense of our nation, our
allies and our way of life. We need brave volunteers like you,
who are willing and able to deploy to dangerous and faraway
places, fight a deadly enemy and accomplish the mission —
whether that mission is to conquer a brutal dictator and
liberate a nation or to help an impoverished and oppressed
people build their nation and forge a better future. When our
nation needed volunteers and asked, ‘Who shall we send
and who will go for us, each of you stood up and said, Here
am I, send me.’”

 Martin took command of the 130th Engineer Brigade on
June 13, 2002 and will now move to Heidelberg to join the U.S.
Army Europe staff.

Martin,  a native of Holbrook, Mass., is married and has
three children.

Incoming commander, Col. Tho-
mas W. Kula, followed Martin’s fare-
well with a short speech to his new
command.

“I look forward to tackling the
challenges ahead with you,” he said.
“Our Army is still at war. It’s not a
matter of if we are called upon again,
but when. And when called, I am
confident we will be ready.

“Our goal remains unchanged —
to provide V Corps with trained and
disciplined Soldiers who live the war-
rior ethos and are capable of accom-
plishing all missions in support of
maneuver commanders and V Corps.
And as our Army and engineer regi-
ment are transforming, we will con-
tinue to lead the way in providing a
lethal, adaptable and combat ready
force to V Corps,” Kula said.

“Jeannette [his wife] and I are
proud, honored and excited to be part
of the V Corps, Hanau and 130th
Engineer Brigade Teams,” he said.

  Kula was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the
Corps of Engineers at graduation from the U.S. Military
Academy in 1982. Kula’s previous assignment was as a U.S.
Army War College fellow at the University of Texas at
Austin.

Kula is married and has three chil-
dren.

  The 130th Engineer Brigade was
constituted on May 5, 1943 as the
1303rd Engineer General Service Regi-
ment and was activated on July 15,
1943, at Camp Ellis, Ill.

The regiment played an impor-
tant role during World War II with
campaign credits for Normandy,
North France, Rhineland, Ardennes-
Alsace, Central Europe and the Asian-
Pacific theaters. 

In January 2003 the brigade de-
ployed to Kuwait in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. The bri-
gade planned and coordinated the V
Corps’, then CJTF-7’s, engineer fight
for more than 20,000 Sappers. It re-
ceived, organized and led most of the
13,000 echelon-above-division engi-
neers in the theater and was one of the
key units in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

In February 2004 the brigade re-
deployed to Germany with its or-

ganic units including the 54th Engineer Battalion (Combat)
(Mechanized) in Bamberg, 94th Engineer Combat Battalion
(Heavy) headquartered in Vilseck, 565th Engineer Battalion
in Hanau and Headquarters and Headquarters Company of
the 130th Engineer Brigade in Hanau.

Photo by Dennis Johnson

Incoming commander, Col. Thomas W. Kula
(right), salutes during the 130th Engineer
Brigade change of command ceremony
July 9. Outgoing commander Col. Gregg F.
Martin salutes at Kula’s right.

Kula takes over from Martin
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Photos by
Dennis Johnson

414th Base Support Battalion
Public Affairs Office

Community members in the 414th
Base Support Battalion enjoyed a
wide range of events and activities
in celebration of Independence Day
at Hanau’s Fliegerhorst Kaserne.

The weekend kicked off with a
run and the Spirit of America Box-
ing Tournament July 3 (see page
27). On July 4 community members
enjoyed a free concert, various
foods, children’s recreation, soft-
ball games, a visit by a local flying
club and fireworks. The Gelnhausen
Aero Club brought its planes for a
static display and rides to
Fliegerhorst’s airfield.

Soldiers of the 502nd Engineer Company play in the two-pitch softball
tournament against 5-7th Air Defense Artillery players.

Members of the Lewis H. Britton Middle School Jazz Band from Morgan
Hill, Ca., perform in the fest tent as community members enjoy July 4.

Celebrating July 4

Edie Alexander, age 9, takes the
controls of a Cessna 172 during a
look at Gelnhausen Aero Club air-
craft.

Children enjoy pony rides during the festivities at Fliegerhorst Kaserne in celebration of the United States’
Independence Day July 4.

By Carolyn Dewey
Exceptional Family Member Program

The military lifestyle provides opportuni-
ties, rewards and challenges. Moving to a
new location with the necessary support
services in place allows for a positive experi-
ence in your home away from home.

Service members with special needs fami-
lies must enroll in the Exceptional Family
Member Program. Those special needs can
be physical, educational, developmental or
emotional. EFMP provides advocacy and
comprehensive coordination of services be-
tween military and community organizations.

An EFMP specialist is available to accom-
pany families to Individualized Education
Program meetings and Individualized Family
Service Plan meetings. A Support Network
meets the last Monday of every month with
classes on caring for a child with asthma and
building your child’s self-esteem.

Enrollment in EFMP is simple. If there is an
existing medical condition, the family member
must be screened by a physician at the Hanau
Medical Treatment Facility. EFMP enrollment
forms are available at the treatment facility.

The physician will conduct the screening
and recommend whether enrollment is war-

ranted or not. The clinic will then forward the
completed forms to Heidelberg for further
screening and possible enrollment in the
program. If a family member is receiving ser-
vices from the Educational Developmental
Intervention Services, the EDIS staff will
complete the enrollment forms and forward
them to Heidelberg. The service member will
then be informed if his/her family member has
been enrolled in the program. The enrollment
status must be updated every three years.

Enrollment does not negatively impact a
service member’s military career. EFMP in-
formation is confidential. As such that infor-

mation is not disclosed to command staff or
promotion boards.

When a service member is assigned to a
new location, the Human Resources Com-
mand makes every effort to ensure families
have access to counseling, therapy, medical
facilities and other required services. Enroll-
ment in the program does not exclude service
members from overseas assignment.

Contact the EFMP specialist for the 414th
Base Support Battalion at mil 322-9275, civ
(06181) 88-9275 or visit Army Community
Service on Pioneer Kaserne in Building 9 for
more information.

Get services you deserve through Exceptional Family Member Program
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By Dennis Johnson
414th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

Saddam has left the airport, literally. While painters roll on
a bright white coat of paint on the main terminal at Baghdad
International Airport, the sign mounts where the word
“Saddam” once preceded “International Airport” are still
visible.

A contractor was completing renovations in late June that
will return Iraq’s main airport to civilian use. Once the base
for Iraqi Airways and open to international airlines, the
airport has been regularly used only by relief flights since
August 1990, when sanctions were imposed on Iraq after
Saddam Hussein sent his army into Kuwait.

Iraq claimed the airport reopened on August 17, 2000,
after flying a passenger flight within the country, but it was
more of a media event than the resumption of regular service.
Some airlines, usually from neighboring Middle East coun-
tries, have operated passenger flights on occasion, but no
international airline currently has official flights there.

Located 10 miles west of Baghdad, the airport was a joint
civil-military airport with the civilian terminal on one side and
a military ramp on the other. Huge concrete hardened aircraft
shelters for military aircraft stand off to the side of the
runways.

Captured by coalition forces
On the morning of April 4, 2003, the 3rd Infantry Division

launched an assault on the airport, capturing and renaming
it Baghdad International Airport. The terminal and most of
the facilities were not bombed by coalition forces; someone
with foresight knew the Americans would want to use the
airport and its facilities as a base.

The runways were cratered by American bombs, some-
thing relatively easy to fix, and the hardened shelters were
targeted. The wreckage of the terminal was caused by Iraqis
who looted the airport during the chaos following the war.

Today the terminal is spotless with polished floors, plants
and modern secure gate areas. The airport shops are open,
selling souvenir daggers and Baghdad International Airport
baseball caps.

Private contractors provide airport security with help
from Iraqi Facility Protection personnel. Iraqi men, wearing
blue FP armbands and the same light blue shirts and dark blue
pants as the Iraqi Police, are learning the security business
on the job.

“I’d like to tell every Soldier I see, ‘thank you,’ if I could,”
said Ali Al Ameeri, who everyone calls Leo, a 20-year-old
working for Facility Protection. “We appreciate all the things,
how much they care about us. They saved the Iraqi people.
We are very fine without Saddam and his regime. Saddam
Hussein, he give a few people the power to kill anyone they
want, or he had them thinking that. Before I wanted to go
away anywhere in Europe, to my sister in Germany. But now
I’ll stay in Iraq and only go for tourism.”

Leo makes 179,000 Iraqi dinars a month at his new job at
the airport, equal to about $110.

Tourism and hotel student
“Before the war I was a student at the Baghdad Institute

of Tourism and Hotel,” he said. That was the institute next
to the United Nations building that was bombed Aug. 19,
2003, and damaged to the point where there is no longer a
school.

“I work this job because I want to go to college. I’m young
and I have dreams,” said Leo. “I want to get married and have
a house. They are small dreams. I can’t get those dreams on
this money.

“Before the war my sister sent me money so I could be a
student. Now there’s no way to send money,” he said.

Leo said someone would have to carry money from his
sister in Germany to him in Iraq. “After school I could go to
work to help my family.”

Even with the move towards democracy, old prejudices
seem to threaten a modern work ethic. “But this job, I could
still get fired if they don’t like my hair or my clothes. I have
no way to object. Before, at the hotel, some people try to
destroy my future because I talked to foreigners. Before I go
home I ask my boss ‘when I come back?’ Sometimes he says
‘tomorrow, next week, next month.’ My boss is good but he
has no power.”

Dangerous association
Working with the Americans may be more dangerous

for Leo than his security job at the airport. “We stay here
for 10 hours each day and then we go home. I take my
uniform off before I go home, because if people see me in
same blue uniform as the Iraqi Police they try to shoot me.
Photo danger for me,” he said declining to be photo-
graphed for this article.

It seems that what may seem like a small gesture from an
American makes a big impression with Iraqis. “No phones in
Iraq for one year. Some people (American Soldiers) give me
their phone to call my sister in Germany.”

The security business may lure Leo away from the tourism
industry; he doesn’t think there’s future in the hotel busi-
ness in Iraq.

“I like risky jobs, activity jobs,” he said. “I would like to
be a bodyguard, to protect a VIP, to face danger with him.”

After that he has ideas of working in the intelligence field.
“I want to be like in the CIA, but in Iraq. I must finish college,
then this department will accept me, if I am a good person, a
merciful person.

“Still now we are working on democracy and try to build
a new Iraq,” he said.

Baghdad International Airport
Iraqi Facility Protection Force guards reopen civilian air traffic facility

Photo by Dennis Johnson

The civilian side of the Baghdad International Airport is renovated and ready for passenger use.

Photo by Dennis Johnson

Painters put the final touches on a Baghdad International
Airport terminal building.


