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414th BSB — Büdingen, Hanau

Radar enhances landings at Balad

Story and photos by
Dennis Johnson

414th Base Support Battalion
Public Affairs Office

A giant white “golf ball” sits
between the runways at Balad Air
Base in Iraq. The 35-foot-high sphere
is actually a light-weight protective
structure that protects a Precision
Approach Radar used by the 3-58th
Aviation Regiment, based on
Fliegerhorst Kaserne, to guide air-
craft to a safe landing.

“Balad was the first Federal
Aviation Administration approved
PAR in Iraq, although there’s now
one in Baghdad,” said Capt. Kurt
Stuckwisch, 3-58th Aviation com-
mander.

“Before this radar was set up, all
approaches were visual, and some-
times we’d get serious fog on the
airfield in the mornings and eve-
nings.” Once the radar was set up it
needed to be tested and approved
by an FAA inspector flying aboard
an Army airplane. Testing the sys-
tem with computers he confirmed
that the radar was guiding the air-
craft correctly toward the centerline
of the runway.

This new PAR is not a full In-
strument Landing System such as
those used at major commercial air-
ports in western nations. An ILS
gives pilots complete glide slope
and glide path information through
cockpit instruments. These tell the
pilot if he is high or low of the glide
slope, or left or right of the runway
on approach. Modern airliners can
fly themselves right down to touch-
down automatically using an ILS.
The system at Balad is not quite
that sophisticated.

Using the PAR, controllers ac-
tually “talk down” the aircraft. Air-
craft approaching Balad for landing
are guided by “Baghdad Radio” to
a point about five nautical miles
from Balad. At that point the aircraft
is handed off to “Balad Tower.”

The tower controllers continue
vectoring the aircraft toward the
airport, setting it up for whatever
landing pattern is being used that
day. Landing patterns and proce-
dures change in response to threat
intelligence and to maintain
unpredictablity. Pilots and control-
lers, and especially passengers,
don’t want anyone on the ground

to notice that approaching aircraft
always fly over a particular spot
when landing. Aircraft are most
likely to be attacked by shoulder
launched surface to air missiles
when at low altitudes and slow
speeds while landing or taking off
from airfields.

When the pilot contacts the
tower he will be given landing pro-
cedures, the runway in use, “winds”
and weather information. At some
point in the last few minutes of
approach, the controller will tell the
pilot, “do not acknowledge further
transmissions.” In other words, lis-

ten, don’t talk and we’ll guide you
down. The controllers speak to the
pilots every five seconds until
touchdown saying “continue” if
the aircraft is on course. They want
the pilots to know that the radio is
still working and that they haven’t
been dropped like a cell-phone call.

If an aircraft strays off course
the controller will say something
such as, “slightly above glide path
and holding,” which means the pi-
lot is flying just a little high of where
he should be. The pilot will hear this
and make an adjustment to his ap-
proach. “Slightly left of course, and

Capt. Kurt Stuckwisch and Mohammed Assa’d discuss construction of new offices for the radar operators.

correcting slowly” means the pilot
is left of where he should be but is
on his way to the right path for
another good landing. “It’s a very
fine process, just small adjust-
ments,” said Stuckwisch.

The controllers of the 3-58th
Aviation Regiment have been work-
ing out of a cramped dark trailer next
to the golf ball, but they’ll soon be
moving into new offices being con-
structed between the runways by a
Baghdad construction firm.

Stuckwisch and Mohammed
Assa’d meet nearly every day to
discuss the progress of the project.
Construction of the three-room
building, with bath, was moving
right along but, in Balad, events
sometimes intervene. Due to a se-
curity problem the previous day, no
Iraqi workers were allowed onto the
airfield, so construction was de-
layed one more day.

Start own business
Assa’d, a native of Baghdad, re-

ceived his engineering degree from
Baghdad University and worked for
foreign companies for seven years.
“Two years ago I decided to start my
own business,” said Assa’d. When
the war began, all work stopped, but
instead of firing his employees Assa’d
paid them two months wages. “I fig-
ured the war might last a month or so.

After 10-15 days, life began again, the
normal life.” But work was not nearly
as busy as before the war and Assa’d
had to lower salaries to about 30
percent of their previous levels. In
Balad, Assa’d landed a subcon-
tractor job. “My first project for the
Army in Balad was to replace the
ceiling of the indoor swimming pool.
It was a mess; birds had been nest-
ing up there for years. You can
imagine.” His first job as a prime
contractor at Balad was to re-wire a
hangar for Company G, a National
Guard unit, and “then I got many
more contracts.”

Assa’d’s employees seem to en-
joy their work. One worker finishing
the trim on the roof of the new build-
ing always entertains the Army Sol-
diers with a dance, even if he’s stand-
ing on the edge of a roof. “This guy’s
my favorite,” said Sgt. Troy Price.
“He always cracks me up.”

Assa’d hopes to continue his
work with the Army. “I prefer to
work with large companies,” said
Assa’d. “The Army is the largest
company in Balad these days. Some
people only want the short term
gain and then disappear. They don’t
do a good job.”

“A certain contractor gets a repu-
tation for doing good work,” said
Stuckwisch. “Slowly you find out
who you can trust.”

Iraqis work with
Hanau aviators
to improve
conditions,
flight safety

A Precision Approach Radar system on Balad Air Base helps ensure the
safety and timely landings of Air Force flights.
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At the movies March 16 to April 1

Bulletin board

Movies and times subject to
change by local theaters.
For the most up-to-date
schedule visit the ASG’s

website (see address below).

Movie plots
Hidalgo (PG-13) — Held yearly for cen-

turies, the Ocean of Fire, a 3,000-mile
survival race across the Arabian
Desert, was a challenge restricted to
the finest Arabian horses. In 1890 (in
this true story) a wealthy Sheik (Omar
Sharif) invited an American (Viggo
Mortensen) and his horse to enter the
race. A former dispatch rider for the
U.S. cavalry and once billed as the
greatest rider the West had ever
known, the American cowboy and his
mustang, Hidalgo, faced the world’s
greatest Arabian horses and
Bedouins determined to prevent the
foreigner from finishing the race.

Twisted (R) — Newly promoted police
inspector Jessica Sheppard (Ashley
Judd) is shocked to discover that all
of the victims of a serial killer are men
she recently dated. When her partner
(Andy Garcia) and the police commis-
sioner (Samuel L. Jackson) begin act-
ing strangely around her, she realizes
she may the very suspect she seeks.

House Of Sand And Fog (R) — Once a
member of the Shah of Iran’s elite
inner circle, Massoud Amir Bhrani
(Ben Kingsley)  has brought his fam-
ily to America to build a new life.
Despite a pretense of continued afflu-
ence, he is barely making ends meet
until he sees his opportunity in the
auction of a house being sold for back
taxes. Through a bureaucratic snafu,
the house had been improperly seized
from its rightful owner, Kathy Lazaro
(Jennifer Connelly). Kathy decides to
fight to recover her home at any cost.

Spartan (R) — When Robert Scott (Val
Kilmer), a career military officer work-
ing in a secret special operations
force, and Curtis (Derek Luke) are
recruited to find Laura Newton
(Kristen Bell), the daughter of a high-
ranking government official, they
stumble upon a white slavery ring. As
the story unfolds, the straightforward
search-and-rescue mission becomes
complicated by the political ambitions
of those in high places.

The Big Bounce (PG-13) — Owen Wil-
son and Morgan Freeman star in this
film version of the novel by Elmore
Leonard. Wilson plays Jack Ryan, a
surfer and likeable drifter trying to
loot the fortune of a wealthy devel-
oper. Jack soon finds that on the
exotic North Shore of Oahu, tempta-
tion is everywhere and no one can be
trusted.

Chasing Liberty (PG-13) — Anna Fos-
ter (Mandy Moore) wants the Ameri-
can dream: life and liberty to pursue
happiness. But as the only child of the
president of the United States, every
detail of her life is constantly moni-
tored. While on a diplomatic trip to
Europe with her parents, Anna meets
mysterious stranger Ben Calder (Mat-
thew Goode) and goes on a wild ad-
venture.

Val Kilmer (left) and Derek Luke compare evidence while investigating the disappearance
of a high-ranking government official’s daughter in “Spartan.”

Baumholder, Wagon Wheel
March 18 — Cheaper By The Dozen (PG) 7

p.m.
March 19-20 — 50 First Dates (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 21 — 102 Dalmations (G) 4 p.m.

House Of Sand And Fog (R) 7 p.m.
March 25 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of

The King (PG-13) 7 P.M.
March 26-27 — Welcome To Mooseport

(PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 28 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)

4 p.m. Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 7 p.m.
April 1 — Jeepers Creepers 2 (R) 7 p.m.

Büdingen, Little
March 20 — The Haunted Mansion (PG) 3

p.m.
March 27 — Stuck On You (PG-13) 3 p.m.

Dexheim, Rhein
March 19 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of

The King (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 20 — House Of Sand And Fog (R)

7 p.m.
March 21 — Welcome To Mooseport (PG-

13) 3 p.m.
March 26 — Twisted (R) 7 p.m.
March 27 — Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 28 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)

3 p.m.

Friedberg, Old Ironsides
March 18 — Peter Pan (PG) 7 p.m.
March 19-20 — The Butterfly Effect (R) 7

p.m.
March 21 — House Of Sand And Fog (R)

7 p.m.
March 25 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of

The King (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 26-27 — The Big Bounce (PG-13) 7

p.m.
March 28 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)

7 p.m.
April 1 — Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Giessen, Skyline
March 16-17 — Torque (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 19 — Tupac: Resurrection (R) 7 p.m.
March 20 — Peter Pan (PG) 3 p.m. Torque

(PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 21 — The Last Samurai (R) 7 p.m.
March 23-24 — The Butterfly Effect (R) 7

p.m.
March 26 — Mona Lisa Smile (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 27 — Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 28 — Gothika (R) 7 p.m.
March 30-31 — The Big Bounce (PG-13) 7

p.m.

Hanau, Evening Star
March 16 — Peter Pan (PG) 7 p.m.

March 17 — Cheaper By The Dozen (PG) 7
p.m.

March 18 — Peter Pan (PG) 7 p.m.
March 19-20 — Hidalgo (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Starsky And Hutch (PG-13) 9:30 p.m.
March 21 — Hidalgo (PG-13) 4 p.m.

Starsky And Hutch (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 22 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of

The King (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 23 — House Of Sand And Fog (R)

7 p.m.
March 24 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of

The King (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 25 — House Of Sand And Fog (R)

7 p.m.
March 26 — Spartan (R) 7 p.m. Chasing

Liberty (PG-13) 9:30 p.m.
March 27 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)

7 p.m. Spartan (R) 9:30 p.m.
March 28 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)

4 p.m. Spartan (R) 7 p.m.
March 29 — Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 30 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)

7 p.m.
March 31 — Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 7 p.m.
April 1 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG) 7

p.m.

Rhein Main, Gardens
March 17 — Twisted (R) 7 p.m.
March 19 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of

The King (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 20 — Honey (PG-13) 5 p.m. 50 First

Dates (PG-13) 7:30 p.m.
March 21 — House Of Sand And Fog (R)

7 p.m.
March 24 — Hidalgo (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 26 — Welcome To Mooseport (PG-

13) 7 p.m.
March 27 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet
(PG) 5 p.m. Timeline (PG-13) 7:30 p.m.
March 28 — Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 7
p.m.
March 31 — Spartan (R) 7 p.m.

Wackernheim, McCully
March 17 — Paycheck (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 31 — House Of Sand And
Fog (R) 7 p.m.

Wiesbaden, Flyers
March 18 — Twisted (R) 7 p.m.
March 19 — House Of Sand And

Fog (R) 7 p.m.
March 20 — Tupac: Resurrection (R) 7 p.m.
March 25 — Starsky And Hutch (PG-13) 7

p.m.
March 26 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)

7 p.m.
March 27 — Hidalgo (PG-13) 7 p.m.
April 1 — Spartan (R) 7 p.m.

Wiesbaden, Taunus
March 16 — Something’s Gotta Give (PG-

13) 7 p.m.
March 17 — Mona Lisa Smile (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 18 — House Of Sand And Fog (R)

7 p.m.
March 19 — Twisted (R) 7 p.m. Lord Of

The Rings: Return Of The King (PG-13)
9:30 p.m.

March 20 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of
The King (PG-13) 3 p.m. Twisted (R) 7
p.m. House Of Sand And Fog (R) 9:30
p.m.

March 21 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of
The King (PG-13) 3 p.m. Twisted (R) 7
p.m.

March 22 — Twisted (R) 7 p.m.
March 23 — Lord Of The Rings: Return Of

The King (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 24 — House Of Sand And Fog (R)

7 p.m.
March 25 — Hidalgo (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 26 — Starsky And Hutch (PG-13) 7

p.m. Hidalgo (PG-13) 9:30 p.m.
March 27 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)

4 p.m. Starsky And Hutch (PG-13) 7 p.m.
Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 9:30 p.m.

March 28 — Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG)
4 p.m. Starsky And Hutch (PG-13) 7 p.m.

March 29 — Hidalgo (PG-13) 7 p.m.
March 30 — Chasing Liberty (PG-13) 7

p.m.
March 31 — House Of Sand And Fog (R)

7 p.m.
April 1 — Starsky And Hutch (PG-13) 7

p.m.

Viggo Mortensen races across the Arabian Desert
in “Hidalgo.”
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Bulletin board

Terra Nova under way
Department of Defense

Dependents Schools-Eu-
rope students across the
104th Area Support
Group are taking the an-
nual Terra Nova stan-
dardized test through the
latter half of March. Parents are urged to
help their children do their best by making
sure they sleep well the night before a test,
eat a solid breakfast, arrive on time and stay
calm and focused. Help children afterward
by listening attentively to their concerns,

reiterating your love and support, and plan-
ning fun activities to relieve the stress.

Younkin spells winner
Congratulations to Wiesbaden American

Middle School sixth-grader Kelsey Younkin
for taking top honors in the school’s spelling
bee competition. She will compete at the
ECAPTS European Finals March 20 in
Ramstein. The winner will represent the De-
partment of Defense Dependents Schools-
Europe at the Scripps-Howard National Spell-
ing Bee in Washington, D.C., in June.

Wiesbaden Middle School
A School Advisory Committee meeting

will be held March 18 at 4 p.m. All are invited
to attend. The school will present perfor-

mances of “Fiddler on the Roof” March 24-
25. Call the school for details.

Happening at Hainerberg
The Hainerberg Elementary School Cho-

rus will perform a Spring Concert March 31 at
6:30 p.m.For details call mil 337-5160

SAT deadline
College-bound high school students who

want to take the SAT exam May 1 must
register by March 25. Contact your school
guidance counselor for assistance and regis-
ter online at www.collegeboard.com.

Spring break coming
Schools across the 104th Area Support

Group will close for spring break April 5-9.

Instruction resumes April 12.

German Host 2004
Senior officers and civilians are invited

to participate in Host Nation 2004, a two-
part orientation program hosted by the
Rhineland-Palatinate Ministry of Educa-
tion, Women and Youth, to be held July 4-
18. The first week of seminars takes place in
Mainz, the second in Berlin. The focus of
study is on the German education system,
economic challenges and trans-Atlantic
cooperation, the German political scene,
German unification and its consequences,
the European Union and international rela-
tions. For details call Michael Beldermann
at mil 370-8725 or send email to
beldermannm@ima-e.army.mil.

School bits

By Donald Seltzer
Special to the Herald Union

Spring is just around the corner
and the number of volksmarch
events around the 104th Area Sup-
port Group is growing constantly.
Complete listings are on the web at
104thasg.hanau.army.mil.

Weekend of March
20-21

Kirn-Sulzbach — This scenic walk is just down the road
 from Idar-Oberstein. From there follow B-41 toward

Bad Kreuznach to reach Kirn-Sulzbach. From Wiesbaden
and points east take Autobahn A-60 to Bad Kreuznach and
continue west on B-41.
Start: Gasthaus Collet Saturday: 6:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. (5 and 10

km) and 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. (20 km) Sunday: 6:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. (5, 10 and 20 km) Trail: Hilly, fields and woods Award:
From previous events.

Oberzeuzheim — This event is north of Limburg and a
scenic drive west from Giessen. Take B-49 to

Niedertiefenbach and B-54 a short four kilometers to
Oberzeuzheim. From elsewhere in the 104th ASG take
Autobahn 3 to the Limburg-Nord exit and continue to the
start along B-54/49.
Start: Mehrzweckhalle Saturday and Sunday: 7:30 a.m. to 2

p.m. (5 and 10 km) and 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (20 km) Trail: Hilly,
woods Award: From previous events.

Weekend of March 27-28

Hahnstätten — A variety of trails are offered at this event
 directly south of Limburg. Take Autobahn 3 toward

Limburg, exit at Bad Camberg and follow an unnumbered road
through Beuerbach, Ohren, Kirberg and Kaltenholzhausen
to Hahnstätten.
Start: Bürgerhaus Saturday: 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. (6 and 10 km),

6:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (20 km) and 6:30-9 a.m. (42 km) Sunday:
6:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (6, 10 and 20 km) and 6:30-9 a.m. (42 km)
Trail: Fairly hilly, woods Award: Model truck (shorter trails)
or patch and certificate (marathon) Note: A 36-km cycling trail
is available; no start times were provided.

Rheinböllen — The Hunsrück region is one of Germany’s
 prettiest. Wanderers will find the Tor zum Hunsrück, or

gateway to the region, at Rheinböllen. Follow Autobahns 60
and 61 past Bingen toward Koblenz. Exit at Rheinböllen and
follow an unnumbered road a short distance into town.
Start: Kulturhaus Saturday and Sunday: 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (5,

10 and 20 km) Trail: Hilly trails, woods and some fields
Award: From previous events.

Grossenlüder — This event takes wanderers to the
former front line of the Cold War, when Fulda was home

to the 11th Armored Calvary Regiment. From Hanau take
Autobahn 66 to Fulda and B-254 toward Alsfeld to reach the
start. From Giessen connect with Autobahn 5 to Alsfeld and
B-254 toward Fulda.
Start: Bürgerhaus Saturday: Noon to 5 p.m. (6 and 10 km) and

noon to 3 p.m. (20 km) Sunday: Noon to 1 p.m. (6, 10 and 20
km) Trail: Fairly hilly, fields and woods Award: Harry Potter-
themed cup.

Hüttenthal — This event is in the beautiful Odenwald
 southeast of Darmstadt. Drivers can reach this walk

one of two ways: Take Autobahn 5, exit at Heppenheim and
follow B-460 toward Erbach and Hüttenthal; or connect
with B-45 south toward Erbach to pick up B-460.
Start: Sporthalle Saturday: 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. (5 and 10 km) and

7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (20 km) Sunday: 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (5, 10 and
20 km) Trail: Very hilly, mostly woods Award: Ceramic hen.

Wednesday, March 31

St. Julian-Gumbsweiler — Reading this in Baumholder?
 Enjoy a midweek volksmarch with this event’s late

starting times, variety of trails and just-down-the-road loca-
tion. Follow an unnumbered road along the training area to
reach B-420, then briefly head east to the start at Gumbsweiler.
Start: Dorfgemeinschaftshaus Wednesday: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(5 and 10 km) and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. (20 km) Trail: Hilly, woods
Award: From previous events.

Weekend of April 3-4

Gau-Odernheim — This walk is south of Mainz. Visitors
may wish to explore the Petersberg castle ruins and

the town of Bechtolsheim — both are just north of Gau-
Odernheim. Follow Autobahns 60 and 63 to Mainz and
Alzey. Take the Biebelnheim exit and an unnumbered road
to the start.
Start: Petersberghalle Saturday and Sunday: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

(5, 10 and 20 km) Trails: Somewhat hilly, fields Award:
Stuffed toy rabbit.

Langenzenn — A walk celebrating German-American
 friendships is offered in an area formerly filled with

Americans. Members of Wanderfreunde Alte Veste Zirndorf
once walked alongside Americans from Nürnberg, Fürth and
Herzogenaurach. Consider making a day of it — Nürnberg
offers interesting museums and sights, and Würzburg’s big
Exchange complex is on the way. Drivers should take
Autobahn 3 toward Würzburg and Nürnberg, change over to
Autobahn 73 at Kreuz Fürth/Erlangen, and exit at Fürth-
Poppenreuth (exit 18). Take B-8 west toward Fürth and
continue to Langenzenn.
Start: Stadthalle Saturday: 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. (5 and 10 km) and

7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (20 km) Sunday: 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (5 and 10
km) and 7 a.m. to noon (20 km) Trail: Fairly hilly, fields and
woods Award: Model beer truck.

Waldems-Bermbach — This walk is north of Wiesbaden
in the Naturpark Hochtaunus. Take Autobahn 3, exit

at Idstein and follow B-275 toward Waldems. Pick up an
unnumbered road leading to Bermbach and follow signs.
Start: Sängerhalle Saturday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (6 and 10 km) and

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (20 km) Sunday: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. (6 and 10
km) and 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (20 km) Trail: Fairly hilly, woods
Award: Tall beverage glass.

Wednesday, April 7

Hohenöllen/Pfalz — Too distant for most readers, this
midweek event is closest to Baumholder. Late start

times should accommodate most workers, and bike rentals

are available. From Baumholder head east toward Lauterecken
on the unnumbered road around the training area to reach B-
420 at Rathsweiler. Take B-420 to Lauterecken, then B-270
south to Heinzenhausen to pick up another unnumbered
road a short distance to Hohenöllen. From Idar-Oberstein
take B-41 to connect with B-270, then head south to
Heinzenhausen and the road to Hohenöllen.
Start: Radsporthalle Trail: Hills, woods and fields; asphalt

cycling trail Wednesday: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. (5 and 10 km, plus
30 km cycling) and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. (20 km) Award: From
previous events.

Good Friday, April 9

Hünfelden-Ohren — This walk is west of Bad Camberg
 on the northern edge of the Naturpark Rhein-Taunus.

Use the Bad Camberg exit of Autobahn 3 to pick up unnum-
bered roads to Beuerbach and Ohren.
Start: Gemeinschaftshalle am Sportplatz Friday: 7 a.m. to 4

p.m. (6 and 10 km) and 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. (20 km) Trail: Fairly
hilly, woods Award: Stuffed toy tiger in a striped-coffee mug.

Easter Sunday, Monday, April 11-12

Dausenau — Consider this one if you’d enjoy a nice drive
 from Wiesbaden to Koblenz through the Rhein-Taunus

and Nassau Naturparks. From Wiesbaden pick up B-42 at
Appelallee (off Schiersteiner Strasse) in the direction of Stadt
Taunusstein. Connect with B-260 toward Taunusstein and
continue on to Dausenau.
Start: Lahntalhalle Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (5, 10 and 20 km,

plus 30 km cycling) Monday: 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (5, 10 and 20 km,
plus 30 km cycling) Trail: Fairly hilly, woods Award: Figurine.

Morbach-Bischofsdhron — Here’s a Monday walk for
 readers in Idar-Oberstein. Follow B-422 and B-269

west and north to reach Morbach, then pick up an unnum-
bered road to Bischofsdhron.
Start: Gemeindesaal Monday: 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. (5 and 10 km)

and 7 a.m. to noon (20 km) Trail: Hilly, but stroller-friendly,
woods Award: None; a children’s Easter egg hunt at the 5-
km control at 11 a.m., noon and 1 p.m.

Weekend of April 17-18

Obershausen — This event is west of Giessen and
Wetzlar in the Westerwald region. Follow B-49 to-

ward Limburg to the Löhnberg turn off. Head north on an
unnumbered road through Niedershausen to the start.
Start: Dorfgemeinschaftshaus Saturday: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. (6 and

10 km) and 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (20 km) Sunday: 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(6, 10 and 20 km) Trail: Hilly, woods Award: From previous
events.

Waldböckelheim — Former Bad Kreuznach residents
may want to enjoy this event in their “old neighbor-

hood.” From Wiesbaden/Mainz take Autobahns 60
and 61 toward Bad Kreuznach, connect with B-41
toward Kirn and the start at Waldböckelheim.
From Idar-Oberstein take B-41 toward Bad
Kreuznach.
Start: Bürgerhaus Saturday and Sunday:

7 a.m. to 2 p.m. (5, 10 and 20 km) Trail:
Somewhat hilly, fields and woods Award:
From previous events.

Questions? Send email to
volksmarch@hotmail.com.

Take a hike
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Sports and leisure
Sports
shorts

Things to do . . . Things to do . . . Things to do

One-pitch softball
Friedberg Fitness Center

holds a One-Pitch Softball Tour-
nament April 10-11. Cost is $60
per team. Register at any 284th
Base Support Battalion fitness
center or call mil 324-3155.

Free spouse fitness
Baumholder’s Rolling Hills

Athletic Club holds a Spouse
Appreciation Day April 4 from
noon to 5 p.m. featuring unlim-
ited access to any fitness center
(cardio room, weight room, aero-
bics room), whirlpools, saunas
and the swimming pool. Personal
trainers will also be available.
Call mil 485-6156.

Schiffenberg Run
Giessen’s Schiffenberg

Castle will be the site of the next
284th Base Support Battalion
five-kilometer run and three-ki-
lometer family fun walk April 25
at 11 a.m. Cost is $15 including a
commemorative T-shirt or $10
without. Registration starts at
9:30 a.m. Call mil 343-7201.

Wiesbaden bike race
Wiesbaden’s Rheinblick Golf

Course will play host to the U.S.
Forces Europe Mountain Bike
Championship Series April 17.
Entry is $20. Registration is at 9
a.m. with the race starting at 10
a.m. Call mil 337-5760.

Softball practice
The Hanau Hornets mens

community-level softball team
will begin spring training prac-
tices March 27 at 11 a.m. at Pio-
neer Softball Field. Call Coach
Mike Strickland at mil 322-8412.

Coaches, officials
Baumholder’s Sports and Fit-

ness Branch seeks coaches for
men’s and women’s community
volleyball teams. Call Mr. Ramsey
at mil 485-6671. Sports officials
for the season in softball, bas-
ketball, flag football, soccer and
volleyball are also sought. Call
mil 485-7176.

Police forest run
The Hessen Police Forest Run

will be held April 18 in Wies-
baden-Rambach. A separate run
for the public will be run in con-
junction with the police champi-
onship starting at 1 p.m. There is
no charge to enter, but registra-
tion should be made by April 2
by sending name, birth date, rank
and unit by email to sportbeauf-
tragter@hika.de. The runs will
be held at the Waldsportpfad/
Sportplatz on Trompeterstrasse.

Fun for young and old at
Giessen’s Math Museum
Children and adults enjoy the many challenging puzzles
and interactive exhibits at Giessen’s Mathematics
Museum. The museum, which opened last year and is
located near the Giessen Hauptbahnhof on Liebigstr. 8,
features several floors of displays — most of which
challenge visitors to put on their thinking caps to work
out puzzles using logic and basic math skills. Building
blocks to form arches, giant soap bubbles, wooden
triangles and plenty of other unique exhibits are
guaranteed to keep visitors entertained for several
hours. The museum is open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m., until 8 p.m. Thursdays and weekends from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Entrance is €6 for adults, €4 for youths
and €12 for a family ticket. The museum is a one
minute walk from the train station. Follow signs to the
Bahnhof when driving. Call civ (641) 969 7970 or visit
www.mathematikum.de for more information.

Photos (3) by Karl Weisel

USO adventures
Local USO offices offer the fol-

lowing trips and activities in the
coming weeks: Paris Express
March 19-21; Würzburg by train
March 20; Black Forest Shopping
and Triberg March 21; Rhein River
Cruises March 28, April 3, 10 and
25; Eric the Red’s Riesling Route
(wine tasting) March 27; Frank-
furt by Train March 27; Luxem-
bourg City March 27; Spessart
Robbers’ Feast March 27; Hachen-
burg Brewery and Museum March
28; Lloret de Mar, Spain (beach
resort) April 2-7; Taunus Wonder-
land (amusement park) April 3;
Burg Eltz and Cochem (castle hop)
April 3; Eric the Red (forests, wild
game and wine in Rhein-Hessen)
April 4; Tulip Time in Holland April
8-11. Stop by your local USO for
more information and to sign up.

Calling all cowpersons
The European Rodeo Cowboy

Association holds its 2004 general
membership meeting in the
Schweinfurt Abrahams Center April
3 at 1 p.m. The meeting will be fol-
lowed b y a DJ spinning country
music for dancing. Call Steve Witt
at civ (0162) 440 1238 or Bob Th-
ompson at civ (0170) 145 6565 for
more information and directions.

Gospel workshop,
concert

The Atterberry
Chapel Multicultural
Christian Church hosts a
gospel workshop April 5-8 from 7-
9:30 p.m. at the Haus Nied (Heinrich
Stahl Str. 3/Luthmerstr. 40) in Frank-
furt-Nied. A gospel concert featur-
ing the Martin Luther King Singers
and combined choirs of the Frank-
furt community with Minister of

Music Ellen Craig-Bragg will be fea-
tured April 11 at 6 p.m. at the Frank-
furt Nordweststadt Titusforum.
Cost is €12. Call Deacon Maurice
Holmes at civ (069) 373 821 or visit
the church’s website at www.
atterberrychapel.org.

Sex, love, relationships
The 104th Area Support Group

Chaplains Office sponsors a four-
part video series, “Sex, Love and
Relationships” with Pam Stenzel.
The last three sessions will be fea-
tured March 21, 28 and April 4 from
7-8:30 p.m. at Hanau’s Fliegerhorst
Chapel on Fliegerhorst Kaserne.
The series is open to all single teens
and adults (Soldiers and civilians).
Teens age 17 and younger must be
accompanied by a parent or parent
substitute. For more information call
Gerri Merkel at mil 323-3224, Deana
Porrett at civ (06183) 913 050 or

Chaplain (Maj.) Jeff Voyles at mil
323-2119.

‘Another Antigone’
Giessen’s Keller Theater pre-

sents the drama “Another Antig-
one” April 2-3, 8-10 and 15-17 at 7:30
p.m.  Call mil 343-6515 for reserva-
tions.

Alte Oper highlights
Frankfurt’s Alte Oper presents

Gianna Nannini March 19, the Emil
Mangelsdorff Quartet and the
Charlie Mariano Quartet March
20, the Mahler Chamber Orches-
tra March 21, a Tribute to Frank
Sinatra March 28, the Rat Pack
April 6-18, the Freiburg Baroque
Orchestra playing Bach’s Bran-
denburg Concerto April 21, Norah
Jones April 30 and Cassandra
Wilson May 13.  Call civ (069) 1340
400 for tickets.
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Dexheim boxingDexheim boxing

Sports and leisure

Story and photos
by Karl Weisel

104th Area Support Group Public
Affairs Office

A solid shot to the head of Gabriel
 Castillo 15 seconds into

Round Three and it was all over for
both Castillo and Dexheim’s Open
and Novice Boxing Tournament
Feb. 28. Castillo, weighing in at 203
pounds, hit the canvas with a thud,
was counted out by the referee and
the Anderson Barracks Fitness
Center erupted with crowd noise.

The victory by Friedberg’s
Daniel Carpenter of Company B,
501st Forward Support Battalion,
over Castillo wrapped up an action-
packed evening of fisticuffs featur-
ing five bouts and boxers from
Dexheim, Friedberg, Giessen, Hanau
and Ramstein.

The tournament kicked off with
a welterweight bout between
Hanau’s Adam Klakowics of the
320th Engineer Company and
Giessen’s Kevin Hawkins of the
284th Base Support Battalion.

Klakowics, or “Lucky Lefty” as
he’s known by fellow members of
the Hanau boxing team, said it was
his first time in the ring for an official
fight. “I was in training back in the
States in Philadelphia where I’m
from, and over here I’ve been work-
ing out with Mr. Wolf (Gerd Wolf,
the Hanau team trainer),” said
Klakowics.

The 141-pound Hanau fighter
came out strong punishing Hawkins
with a flurry of left and right jabs
while dancing easily out of trouble.

“He caught me with one or two
good shots, but he was pretty pre-
dictable,” said Klakowics, describ-
ing how he was surprised when he
knocked the Giessen boxer down in
the first round.

“I hit him once, a second time

and then caught him with my hook.
I was surprised he went down; I had
already turned away,” he said.

While Hawkins kept coming
back for more punishment, the ref-
eree stopped the fight in Round
Three awarding the win to
Klakowics in the red corner.

Next up was Klakowics’ team-
mate Raymond Myers of the 104th
Area Support Group facing
Dexheim’s Alexander Cruz Ortiz of
Company B, 123rd Main Support
Battalion. Myers, who has earned a
solid reputation for boxing tech-
nique and several hard-fought vic-
tories in past fights, said he held
back slightly in the first couple of
rounds. “I knew he was a home-
town fighter and would have the
crowd on his side. I kept giving him
body shots. I didn’t think he could
take the body shots,” said Myers,
adding that by the third round, “I
knew I had to come out strong.”

After the final bell was rung, the
boxers returned to center ring and
Myers’ hand was raised in victory
having been awarded the match on
points.

A bloody nose in the blue cor-
ner at the end of Round Two in Bout
Three signaled the end nearing.
Friedberg’s Rooney Cruz Jr. of Head-
quarters and Headquarters Com-
pany, 1-37th Armor, threw in the
towel at the start of Round Three
giving the victory to an obviously
dominant Ian Clough of 123rd Main
Support Battalion.

As cheers continued to ring
around the Dexheim fighter, Clough
explained that he was pleased with
the results. “It was my first fight —
I did all right. I caught him good a
couple of times. I knew he was go-
ing by the end of the second round,”
said Clough.

Like the final bout of the evening,

the penultimate match-up between
Dexheim’s Thomas Hoskins of
Company F, 123rd Main Support
Battalion, and Ramstein’s Ladell
Heath of the Headquarters U.S. Air
Forces Europe Inspector General’s
Office, was a one-sided affair. Heath
came out swinging and Hoskins
found himself landing on the can-
vas a couple times already in the
first round. By Round Two Hoskins
was in even worse shape, and early
in the third round the referee put a
stop to the beating, awarding the
victory to the 175-pounder from
Ramstein.

Wiesbaden’s Tony Bass Fit-
ness Center was scheduled to hold
another Open and Novice Boxing
Tournament March 13, but this is-
sue of the Herald Union went to
press before those results could be
published.

Rooney Cruz Jr. (right), 1-37th Armor, and Ian Clough, 123rd Main Support Battalion, trade shots during  the
evening’s third bout. Cruz threw in the towel in the third round to hand victory to the Dexheim boxer.

USAFE’s Ladell Heath pounds Dexheim’s Thomas Hoskins. Heath was
awarded the lopsided victory after the referee stopped the bout.

Referee Larry Goodman sends Hanau’s Adam Klakowics to a neutral
corner after he knocked down Giessen’s Kevin Hawkins.

Fighters heat up the ring at
open and novice tournament


