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Fire destroys Butzbach apartment

Soldier saves children

By Alexandra Williams
284th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs
Office

said.

Butzbach Feb. 12.
and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalior°" the key.
36th Infantry Regiment, evacuated two chil-

Oregon Road at4 a.m.
“I am very grateful for what Staff Sgt. reaction.
Floyd has done fo
us. We are friends fo
over seven years, bu
his selfless actions
saved two of my chil-
dren,” said Sylvia
Castellanoz, the
apartmentowner and
mother of the children caught in the fire.

“There was too much
smoke to see anything so I
called their names but
there was no reaction.” —
Sylvia Castellanoz

floor lamp I'd bought last year was on fire as
well as the curtains and the rear wall,” sh¢

“The hallway door opened and Malik camg

A Soldier's quick reactions helped savdnto the room. Igrabbed himand brought hinj
the lives of two children trapped in a fire indownstairs. | am still glad that | had left thg
key in the door. | don’t want to imagine what

Staff Sgt. Shane Floyd of Headquarter¥VOU|d have happened if | had had to seargh

“Then | got the fire extinguisher and ran

dren trapped in a blaze that started in thBack upstairs to get Ashley and Michael
living room of an apartment on Butzbach’sThere was too much smoke to see anythir|g
so | called their names but there was np

“My phone was
right beside the door
so | called Staff. Sgt.
Floyd because his num-
ber was the only one
that came to my mind at
this moment,” Castel-

lanoz said.
“| just screamed ‘my house is on fire, Staff Sgt. Shane Floyd (left) and Sylvia Castellanoz walk through Castellanoz’ apartment
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Photo by Mary Ann Ernst

Castellanozand herthree children, AShelygmmmed the phone and ran back downstait§at was destroyed by a fire. Floyd saved two of her children who were trapped in the

age 6, Malik, 4, and Michael, 3, live in

Butzbach’s Roman Way Housing while hetVhere Malik was still standing,” sh
husband, Spc. David Castellanoz is Sewi”& In the meantime Floyd, who lives onejn hjs actions. “l wasn’t thinking much when
0

ck from Castellanoz’ building, came run-she called. | ran outside because all | thoughigation, said officials. The Castellanozes
was that | had to help,” said Floyd, assistantere assigned a new apartment. Several Fam-

“I'told him that Michael and Ashley were rear detachment noncommissioned officerifly Readiness Groups as well as Kelly
stillin the apartment, and without thinking hecharge of the 1-36th Infantry, and a father oMcCollough and Samantha Morgan of the
Giessen Post Exchange are collecting dona-
“l just reacted because | knew | had to getions to help the family buy new clothes,

on a hardship tour in Korea.

“That night | was sleeping when sud-hing up the street, she said.

denly our dog started to bark,” said
Castellanoz.

“Nextthe smoke alarm went off, so | gotupran upstairs, got the children and broughtwo.
and went to the living room and there washem downstairs,” she said.

" she said. apartment when the early morning fire occurred.

smoke all over the room. The second-hand Floyd said he didn’t see anything heroidhose kids out of the apartment,” he said. furniture and other needed items.

WIC-O opens additional office in
Butzbach’s Roman Way Housing

By Mary Schrank

Women, Infants and Children-
Overseas

Photo by Mary Ann Ernst
WIC-0 Mary Schrank (left toright), 284th BSB commander Lt. Col. Bart
Shreve and 284th BSB Command Sgt. Maj. Keith Francis cut the ribbon
during the grand opening ceremony of the new WIC-O office in Butzbach’s
Roman Way Housing.

has been cut, and the Women, In-

fants and Children-Overseas pro-celebrated the grand opening Febassessment of nutritional risk. Eli-
gram now offers afull-time officein 18 with food, balloons and prizesgibility is not based on rank. WIC-
The doors are open, the ribbonButzbach.

Staff and community membersin relation to family size, plus an

for children. The new office is con- Overseas also offers supportto part

Venienﬂy located in Roman Way tiCipantS with medical-nutritional
Housing, across from the ButzbachProblems. _

Health Clinic. Its alsorightbehind ~ The goal of the WIC-O staffis
the bus stop, which is handy forto help families raise healthy chil-

those participants who don't drive. 9ren-
In the United States the wic-0  WIC-O encourages good health

program has been available sincé)y_ assessing t_he child’s growth
the late 1970s to help families im-">""9 standardized growth chartg

prove their health by providing and food record information. It of-
nutrition education and healthy
foods. Similar to the U.S. program,
WIC-O offers nutrition education .

... ing good taste.
and drafts to purchase specific The WIC-O staff also offers
healthy foods in the commissary. e ithy cooking classes. The nex

and children to provide healthy
meals and snacks without sacrificA

The program also offers informa- ;|55 takes place March 4 at 11 a.nj.

tion and referral to other commu-in Butzbach and features healthy
nity resources. Spanish cooking.

Eligible participants include  Anyone interested in the cook-
pregnant and postpartum womering class or in finding out if he or
and children from birth upto Syearsshe qualifies for the WIC-O pro-
of age. gram can call the office in Butzbach

Applicants are assessed for eli-at civ (06033) 925 736, in Giessen aj
gibility based on U. S. Departmentciv (0641) 402-7448 or in Hanau at

fers tips and strategies for parents

of Agriculture guidelines forincome civ (06181) 889 636.

Scrapbook

making class

The next scrapbook makin
class willbe held at the Butzbag
Outreach CenterMarch 17. Th
isafree class. Participants mu
bring their supplies and a sag
lunch. For details call civ (06033
925329.

Federal resume
classes

Federal resume classes will
be held March 2, 9, 16 and 30

from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. i

Giessenand March 31 from 8:3p-
11 a.m. in Butzbach. For more

information call Dan Adams in]
Giessenatmil 343-6038 or Tim
Fitzgerald in Friedberg at mi
324-3421.

Sponsorhsip
training

ACS offers sponsorship
training for Soldiers, family|
members and Department of Dp
fense civilians to help incomin*
personnel with their transitio
into the community. To arrangg

foraclass call Patricia Harper at

mil 343-6910 or Christina Daily
atmil 324-3789.
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2 84 th BSB — Friedberg, Giessen

2-3rd FA Soldier to receive Purple Heart

By Alexandra Williams up and got past the front vehicle.
284";5:1;8 Support Battalion Our tires were blown and the glass
e Affairs Office was shattered, but he was still abl¢

Pfc. Blake Upton, a driver with 15 move the vehicle, which was
Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Field good because as soon as we droe
Artillery Regiment, will soon be 5nother IED camein.
awarded the Purple Heart for inju-  «e drove about 25 feet and as
ries sustained during animproviseds,on as we came to a stop we gt
explosive device attack last SUM-4 1t of the vehicle and everyone

mer. While his wounds healed long g 4o screaming and yelling be-

ago the emotional s_tress is still a.quse they were very angry. |
fresh memory, he said.

couldn’t hear anything. | just had a

pa:: \(/)vfasa ringinginmy
four-man “Suddenly my sunglasses ]?::- |d|::;‘

team in an| had blood in them. I took pain.” Upton
armored| off my Kevlar and made | o 4

HMMWV sure my head was still “sud-
onpatrolin | there,”— Pfc. Blake Upton,| denly my

Baghdad| ,_ Fi Arti Reai.
together 3rd ield rtlllery egt sunglasses

ith ment had blood in
V\{clh tan- them. | took
other team offmy Kevlar

of four. | forgot if it happened in
August or September, but I remem-
beritwas about 2:30 a.m. and I wa

and made sure my head was
here. | was in shock, and | didn’t

us so we were prepared, and during
the attack | instinctively knew what
todo. The experience is still devas-
tating. | don’tthink you can prepare
yourselffor the momentwhen some-
one tries to kill you while all you
want to do is provide security. It's
shocking,” Upton said.
Awork-related accidentin which
Upton broke his right foot made it
necessary for him to return to
Giessen for further treatment.

Hard being apart

“It's hard to be over here while
my friends are downrange. | wish |
could bein Iraq because my friends
arethere. It's boring withoutthem,”
he said.

“Deployments change the rela-
tionships within a unit. Ifwe weren’t
deployed most of the guys would
just be acquaintances or friends,
but downrange | really got to know
them like brothers,” he said. “l am
looking forward to the redeploy-

now what to do.

atthe .50-calibergunintherear. W ! . )
“Ourdriver, whois amedic, came

drove through empty streets and
did the usual stuff.

“Suddenly we go hit by an IE
bomb,” Upton said. “I saw an or- couldn’tleave the area because our

ange lightand a flash and | droppediMMWV was basically trashed, jured during the attack.

ment, because then I'llgetto see my

N Photo by Alexandra Williams  friands again. It's strange to be
to me and put a bandage on my faceDue toawork-related injury Pfc. Blake Uptonwas sentbacktothe 2-3rd 50k here while they are stillin Iraq.
p and then we pulled security. We FAheadquartersin Giessen where he is working at the rear detachment. “| will get out of the Army when

my three years are over, butthat has

NCOs kept telling us what to do pothing to do with the deployment

down, but then I got up again be-and we couldn't just leave the ve- ~ “The injury was minor —justa over there and to never drop ouror the injury,” he said. “l wantto go
cause | wanted to man the gunhiclebehind.Ithinkwe waited maybe few cuts, nothing serious. Looking guard. Downrange the NCOs wereto school and | wanted to make
Then | thought that that's maybefor two hours for our battery to back | must say that the attack wasnore laid back than back home.some money before that. Plus, join-
not a good idea, so | dropped to théring another vehicle and to tow more devastating emotionally thanThey didn’t wantto be in your face ing the Army is like a family tradi-

floor again. ours,” he said. physically,” he said.

all the time because that would in-tion. | am happy that | could expe-

“Aninstantlater our driversped  Upton was the only Soldier in-  “larrivedin Iraqin July and our crease the stress. But they trainedience the camaraderie.”

MP Company that returned to Giessen after ayearlong deploymentto Iraq.

Photo by Mary Ann Ernst

527th Military Police Company returns home

1st Sgt. Greg Sandell of the 527th Military Police Compnay hugs his wife Tina and daughter Jacquelyn during the
reunion ceremony held Feb.21 at the Alpine Club on the Giessen Depot. Sandell was part of the main body of the 527th

ACSworkshops

Multi-Cultural Support Group

The Multi-Cultural Support Group meets March 18 at
Giessen Army Community Service. The group is designed to
assist and support foreign-born spouses of Soldiers. For
more information call Patricia Harper at mil 343-6910.

NOW class March 16-17

A Newcomers Orientation and Welcome workshop
takes place March 16-17 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. NOW
provides all newcomers with tools to get out and about the
284th Base Support Battalion and make this the best tour
ever. The first day highlights various community agen-
cies, and day two includes a surrounding area tour. Par-
ticipants will visit spots of interest and learn to travel in
Germany at leisure. Free child care will be provided when
registered in advance. For details call Patricia Harper at mil
343-6910.

Re-entry workshop

A Homeward Bound re-entry workshop is scheduled for
March 26 at 1 p.m. at Friedberg Army Community Service.
The class is designed to make the transition as smooth as
possible. Issues such as logistical, financial and psychologi-
cal adjustments will be addressed. For more information call
Christina Daily at mil 324-3789.

Sugar and Spices Tea Time

The Bad Nauheim ACS Outreach Center hosts a Sugar
and Spices Tea Time March 18 from 8:30-9 a.m. Residents are
invited to enjoy tea, companionship and conversation. For
more information call civ (06031) 813 566.
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Community spotlights

Kudos to Soldiers Call Butzbach CDC at civ (06033) 67922 andClinic at civ (06031) 81-3652 or the Butzbachteers are needed for both programs. The Girl
Members of the 284th Base SupporBad Nauheim CDC at civ (06032) 83536 taClinic at civ (06033) 982 148. Scouts invite girls age 5-17 to make new

Battalion’s Headquarters and Headquarter&gister. Recipe swap friends while enjoying field trips, arts and

- . crafts projects, camping, community service
Detachment thank the participants of thpgrents Night Out The Bad Nauheim Outreach Center host rojec?s ajmd more. El)'ogll‘ind out abo)lljt 2 Girl

2004 Conventional Forces of Europe U.S. ; ; :

Army Europe training. A special thank you The Giessen Child Qevelopment Centen Recipe Swap every fourth Tuesday pf th cout troop in your community call Marcia
: sponsors a Parents Night Out March 19month from 10-11 a.m. The next meeting '?mith atciv (0641) 44553

goes to 284th BSB Hall of Famers — Sgt. 188 ogeryation and payment deadline is Marchcheduled for March 22. Anyone intereste B

Class Julette Duffie, Sgt. Lamond Reese, SG{5 children mustbe CY'S registered and frorn participating can call Jackie Kirkeby at civAUt0 Crafts special

» “pl.JO » OPC. DONGy \veekstollyearsold. Cal ormor . e Auto Crafts shops in Giessen an
Tom Vang, Cpl. Joseph Scott, Spc. Dontgjy \yeeksto11 Id. Call CLEOS for morg06031) 813566 The Auto Crafts shops in Gi d
Murphy, Spc. Dimitri Ramsey and Pvi. 2 Ifiok jnormation at mil 343-7028 or civ (0641) 402- : Friedberg offer a tire service special during
Idiokakpan. 7028. Town Hall Meetmg March. The offer includes tire rotation, a tire

ACAP classes A Town Hall Meeting takes place in Bad

. . ressure check and tread wear assessment
YS baseball registration Nauheim at the community center on Mafdformo. For details call Giessen mil 343-7050

The Army Career and Alumni Program Youth Services baseball reqi ; . ; P
X : _ gistration forl0 at 5:30 pm. All residents are invited 105 Eriedbera at mil 324-3218
fnpgoli]/lsa(i(r:sh ﬁef:irrﬁgs f‘lﬁggsa bﬁnzggsfsrfi;' youths age 5-16 continues through Marckattend. Fourth g | ' bath
e s " _22. Fee for participation is $30 for the first our annual aerobathon

tance Workshoptakes place March 16-17 14 and $27 for each additional chiId.Vqun—Empk_)yee Town Hall Giessen’s Miller Hall Fitness Center hosts
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Soldiers and theitgq s 46 needed for the baseball program.Meetings _ its fourth annual aerobathon March 6 from
spouses may begin the ACAP counseling, e clinic will be held April 7and 9 at6 Al 284th Base Support Battalion employ-9:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. Participants will enjoy aday
process two years before retirement or ong i, ot the YS gym. For details call mil 343-es are invited to attend an employee Towsf aerobics, health assessments, camarade-

year before ETS. Formore information callthe; g o ¢jy (0641) 402-7028. Hall Meeting March 4 at 1 p.m. atthe Alpinerie and door prizes. Entrance is free. For more
ACAP office at mil 343-9332. ACAP is located - Center on the Giessen Depot or March 9 at iiformation call mil 343-7201.

in Building 7, Room 141 on the Giessen pDeSpring soccer a.m. in Friedberg’s Ray Barracks, Classs o

pot. clinic room 7. Lt. Col. Bart Shreve, 284th BSBBoad cor_‘dltlons

Butzbach PTA news Youth Sports commander, will address employedinformation

hosts a spring o> issues including a closure timeline.  To find out the latest road conditions call
For more information call 343-7568. mil 343-8606 or civ (0641) 402-8606 for an
Neil McBride in automated message service. The message is

updated as conditions change and will be

The Butzbach Elementary Sch&alrent -
Teacher Associatiorholds ameeting March SC¢cer  clinic
3 at2:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria.dln  ~Pril5-9forchil-
you-can-eat-taco-nightill be held March 17 dren age 5-15.

from 5-7 p.m. inthe school cafeteria. Tickets(.:OSt is $5. Registra-

Concert available atall times.
are $4.50 per person and can be purchasedi" ep?s Marf:h 31.|IF£r S Ne”Gl\l/IeCs;reiges iﬁe!ﬁr;lerﬁer g'frelfiiﬂtSOutdoor Rec trips
the front foyer of the school March 8 from g-more information callthe ¥ g

. . . ; . ; Outdoor Recreation hosts a trip to the
) . . . ports office at mil 343-6969 or civ (0641) 402-music March 20 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $10or : i
?a.\igsa.orl:s zgg[ 2(: rf(.)ig(?e%mﬁi?enrt]ee; '(r)‘rcwgti%geg, €10. For reservations call the Keller Theate¥Véchtersbach ceramics factory and chicken

Soda will b iable at an additional costPati . . box office Wednesday to Friday from 4:30-gfarm restaurantMarch 6. Barmisch over-
oda will be available at an additional costPatient liaison service p.m. atmil 343-6515 or civ (0641) 402-6515 Night ski trip takes place March 13 as does

Volunteers are needed for Butzbach PTA  Tne patient Liaison office supports com-Children under age 10 will not be admitted. 2K0In sightseeing trip. A trip to theDachau

taco night. Call civ (0179) 724 8669 or Sign U nity members who need assistance i . . concentration campandBMW museumis
when you purchase your tickets. understanding how to use host nation hea|[$t°ryte"_mg trips scheduled for March 20. For details call
Super Saturday care providers. Services include assistance !N recognition of the Military Month of Giessen Outdoor Recreation at mil 343-8207.

the Child the Giessen Library is sponsoringM

i i ilin making appointments, directions and ma,
A Super Saturday child care service will gapp pstorytelling trips every Saturday morning in WR employee

be held March 13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at th&o local health care facilities, information on

Butzbach Child Development Center andvhatto expectin German facilities and wha' _priI.Childrenwillenjoystor_iesa_\ttheGiessenapPreCIa_tlon day . ,
March 27 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Bado take with you, explanation of payment ibrary and then travel to sitesinthe Giessen The Ironside Lanes Bowling Center in

. o X . I L areato hear an additional story. Trips are twGi i
Nauheim CDC. Service is available to all Childresponsibilities and coordination of follow- Y. 1mp Giessen hosts Morale Wellare Recreation

. . : . . tg three hours long, and destinations are [ reciation March 12. All
and Youth Services registered children agap care. The patient liaison can be contact g @mployee appreciation day Marc

: L . ~Surprise. Sign-up for the trips is throughemployees wearing their MWR name tag
six weeks to 11 years. Specialists and belo@4 hours a day through the Military Policeyyarch 31 at the library. Phone registrationgvhen they come to the center will get a few

may use their respite card. Deadline to redesk. For more information contact the pagre not accepted. First priority for enrollmenigames for free. The Americana Diner will
serve aslotis one week before the openingent liaison coordinators at the Friedbergyoes to children in grades one to four whaeryce hot dogs and french fries for $1 each

may participate without an accompanyingo MWR employees. For more information
x parent. Second priority will be given to chil-cg]| Denise von Wiecki at mil 343-6172.

VOIunteers Complete Safe Ne’ghborhOOd dren notyetin grade onewho can participatEnergy conservation tips

O~H with a parent or guardian. Last priority will be

Awareness Program tralnlng for children in grades five and six. For more [ Turn off lights when not needed and

information contactthe Giessen Library at mikelevision and radios if not being used.
343-17400r civ (0641) 402-1740. O Keep lighting requirements of the light
bulbs to a minimum. Use low wattage light

The first Safe Neighborhood Aware-reduce the possibilities of being targetgd

ness Program training for this year wady a terrorist. Its makes you realize that

recently held at the Office of the Provosthereis a lot of danger outin the streets and BUlk trash pickup bulbs

Marshal Building on the Giessen Depot. is our responsibility to learn how to con The next bulk trash pickup day is March Wait until you have a full load before
After the class family members Danneldront and deal with that,” said Feliciano] 5 in all housing areas. Bulk items should b¢sing washing machines, dryers and dish-

Feliciano and Becky Rodriguez became “We all need to take care of each othqr. placed next to the refuse containers the nighfashers.

official SNAP volunteers. Being away from family and our soldiers before the scheduled pickup. []Use an outside clothes line, if available,
“I had never heard about this prograndeployed is not easy. SNAP will strength - Gijrl and Boy Scouts for drying clothes.
before. It's an excellent idea to keep outhe bond within the military community and Troop 37 of the Boy Scouts and Cub O Keep lightfixtures clean. Asmuch as 50
neighborhood a better place to live in,"will help us to be better aware of the suf-  gcoyt pack 37 meet every Thursday from gRercent of the available light can be lost due
said Rodriguez. roundings,” said Luz Medeiros, 284th Bage 7:30 p.m. at Building 54 on the Giessen Depot© @ dirty light fixture.
“l am very happy to be part of this Support Battalion SNAP coordinator. Interested Boy Scouts can contact George U Defrosttherefrigerator and freezer regu-

program. This is a good way to take care of For information about SNAP call Tanneratciv(0640) 42981 orleave amessad@'ly and check gaskets for leakage.

the community | am living in and to meetMedeiros at mil 343-6500 or civ (0641) 404-  at mil 343-7045. Interested Cub Scouts can For more information on energy conser-
new people. | am sure this program will6500. call Glenda Wood at civ (06032) 867 836 owation call customer affairs adviser Bruni
leave a message at 343-7045. Adult volunAndries at mil 343-6305.
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Community voices concerns durmg AFAP conference

By Alexandra Williams
284th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

Forthe past weeks 284th Base Support Battalion com
nity members have addressed their issues of concern g
suggestions for improvement of the quality of life in the BSH

Those issues were looked at during this year's Arm
Family Action Plan conference held Feb. 17 at the Giess@fe==
Chapel. '

“We had about 40 issues dropped off before the confe
ence,” said Melody Sexton, AFAP coordinator for the 284t
BSB.

the priority of the issues,” Sexton said.

Top nine issues for the 284th BSB

The following are the top nine issues for the 284th BS = L A . A = :
O Single Soldier non-relative point of contalgt. Tu- Photo by Petra Roberts
ition assistance for spouses to continue higher-level educagroup ofteenagers representing youthin the 284th BSB discuss issues and how to resolve them during this year’s Army
tion. O Equitable death benefitBl Treatment of spousal Family Action Plan conference held Feb. 17 at the Giessen Chapel.
depression Inconsistent commissary pricing. Week-
end and special activities for youhLack of transportation “These issues will be looked at by a local committee an8exton.
for youth to attend programs and activiti€s.Lack of they will keep track of them throughout the year. Some of “Allissues raised will be looked at and we are still working
coordination of school and community evefisTeenager these issues may get send to the 104th Areas Support Grampthem,” she saidlssue resolutions will be published in
driver’s training. level or maybe even to the Department of Army level,” saifuture issues of the Herald Union.)

Meet the staff
Going extra mile to issue household goods, vehicles

Matthews said.

The service also applies to vehicles in
Giessen. “Once we know who needs to pick
up vehicles, we can prepare the vehicles for
the Soldiers. We clean battery posts, check
tiresif necessary, replace dry rotted lines and
cables. We are prepared to assist the Soldier
with minor repairs, or we can refer them to
shops on the economy and even take them to
wherever those shops may be located,”
Matthews said.

“We are prepared to use any available
assets to provide any service possible to our
redeploying Soldiers,” said Dana Puryear,
Directorate of Logistics management assis-
tant. This includes providing bus service
from their unit to the redeployment site to
supporting transportation requirements for
the Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers
program,” she said.

By Petra Roberts
284th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs
Office

Transportation officials of the 284th Basq
Support Battalion are determined to ensure
Soldiers returning from Iraq to the Friedberg
and Giessen communities have no proble I
obtaining their personal property and pri{
vately owned vehicles. o

Alan Matthews, 284th Base Support Bat:
talion transportation officer, and Annemarig
Johnson, redeployment transportation cler!
are two people almost every Soldier come
across when redeploying to the Giesse
Friedberg community. The transportatio
specialists help Soldiers get their househol
goods back out of storage.

Their office, the so-called “deployment
cell,”islocatedin Building 119, Room C-3, on|
the Giessen Depot.

“It is important that the units provide the

i
250 %
=

manifest to us before the Soldiers return so Photo by Petra Roberts O€rve our Soldiers’

that we can make appropriate arrangemenfgan Mathews (left) and Annmarie Johnson of the 284th BSB transportation office help “We are here to serve our Soldiers with
with the contractor for delivery of the houseredeploying Soldiers to get their household goods out of storage. whatever they may need. That is our mis-
hold goods on Day Five, regardless of which sion,” Puryear said.

day of the week that day may fall on,”possible service to satisfy their needs,Depot, some cars must be picked up in from “We work together closely with the Ve-
Matthews said. “The contractor needs a fiveMatthews said. the Mannheim storage facility. hicle Registration Office to assure an easy
working-day notice of the required delivery  Not only is Matthews responsible for  “IfaSoldier hasto pick up his vehicle fromvehicle issue to the Soldiers. Our goal is to
date to act on the requirement.” arranging timely household goods deliveryMannheim, the Directorate of Logistics will have cars operational, lined up outside of the

The household goods are not stored Idhe is also responsible for releasing privatelprovide bus transportation there. We makearehouse and ready for Soldiers to drive off.
cally, but in the contractor’'s warehousespwned vehicles and providing driver’s testsure that the individual’s car gets checked bye have the DD 788 inspection form as well
which are spread throughout Germany. ing services. the Mannheim Facility Storage personnehs the safety checklist in the car for the

“We are running a nonstop operation Theissue of privately owned vehicles caefore the Soldier gets to Mannheim. TheSoldier's convenience,” Matthews said. “We
right now. Our main objective for the upcom-be a smooth process if a few steps are takeheck includes battery, lights, tires, enginevill do our best to help everyone. Nobody
ing months is to give the returning Soldiersn advance, he said. While most of the vefluids and more. We want the Soldiers to bevill be turned away.”

a warm welcome and to provide the bedhicles are stored in a warehouse on Giesseble to get into their cars and be mobile,” Formore information call mil 343-7088.
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U.S. students visit German school

Boys get help with their craft projects from German teacher Alexandra Gosse at the
Limesschule in Grossauheim.

By Dennis Johnson
414th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

Jan.9.

ary, officials said. _ \
Other subordinate units of the 16th CSG have recentRusy.” said Sevcik.

returned home also such as Headquarters and Headquarteré\fter the national anthem played, Joshua Hooknegs
Detachment, 485th Corps Support Battalion, while 26th Qualayed guitar accompanying Molly-Jo Sevcik in singing the:

termaster and the 596th Maintenance Companies, are stilli§e Greenwood song “God Bless the USA.” :
the process of returning from Forward Operating Base Gun- The group commander delivered very quick remarks a
after everyone sang the Army song, he released the Soldigiss =

The first group of 16th CSG Soldiers deployed to Iraq lage reunite with their families. The Soldiers will have sevef

February. The unit started at Dogwood and moved north tiglf-days of reintegration training in the mornings and the
Taji, not far from Balad Air Base, in October to set it up foion day eight they’ll attend an informal welcome-home cer-

ner at Taji.

the unit that was to follow. Col. Michael Sevcik, 16th CSG@GEmony.
commander, took command in July.

The returning troops marched into the 16th CSG maintg
nance bay which had been decorated by the Family Rea
The Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 16f[§SS Group and fam”y members. “What we did was decora
Corps Support Group, returned to Hutier Kaserne at 4:30 a.fh€ bay, and each Soldier will geta box of Girl Scout cookig
and an American flag, coffee and snacks if they want the
About 60 fam”y members waited anxious'y and S|eepi|>$aid Tamara SeVCik, the commander’s Wife, who like ever
inside the vast CSG maintenance bay to greet the 53 returnipie else, was waiting for her Soldier to return. “The USO wa
Soldiers. Another 24 16th CSG Soldiers remain in Kuwai@enerous and donated goodie bags for the single Soldiery
where they're washing and preparing their vehicles fothe barracks and we putawelcome sign on each door. Th@$

loading onto ships. They should return by the end of Febr@f us who stayed at home had our ups and downs, but we
survived. We've keptthe FRGs busy and we've kept the kigis®

Hanau youths share culture, language skills

Story and photos by Dennis deal of effort from the teachers to make these

Johnson trips happen.” With school funding cut-
414th Base SuPPO"O %‘;ﬂalion Public Affairs  phacks, getting a bus and the permission from
ce

_ parents takes real effort.

About 40 fourth- and fifth-grade students  During this day’s visit the youths met in
from Old Argonner Elementary School venthe gym at 8:30 a.m. where German and Ameri-
tured down the road for a visit to the twocan students were paired up. The German
fourth-grade classes of the GermaRmtudents welcomed their American guests
Limesschule in Grossauheim. The visits wergith songs in English and then the classes
the idea of Limesschule first-grade teachegivided up for various activities. Some played
Waltraud Evans who got in contact with Gl&ogether outside while others made them-
OIbriCh, the host nation teacher at Argonn8§e|ves a shack. “They're doing th|ngs to-
Elementary. gether they can do with a limited vocabu-

Two years ago the Limesschule intro{ary,” said Carol Parmenter, an Old Argonner
duced English into the curriculum, and theifth-grade teacher.

students now have English lessons twice a The students finished the day with a
week. The visits are away for the students tgiysic assembly in the gym where they
try outtheir language skills. “They startinthesang songs and played musical instruments
thirdgrade ina playful way with games, musigggether.

and songs, just to introduce the kids t0 The German students recently returned
English,” said Evans. “Later, in the fifth grade the German-American friendship gesture with

they’ll do more exercises.” atrip to Old Argonner Elementary.
Olbrich has been a host- _

nation teacher at Old}
Argonner Elementary for
32 years. “Host nationf§
teachers help the Ameri
can kids feel more comfort-
able in the host nation. We
organize study trips and
teach alittle bit of German
language, butit’s hard be
cause the children comeq
and go every three years.
find it best to teach about
the country, culture and
famous people. I thinkiit's
importantto introduce kids
to the country they're liv-
ing in,” she said.

Photo by Dennis Johnson
Janet (from left), Hunter and Carter Anderson welcome

Thereafter Soldiers can begin 30 days of block leave. Capt. Matthew Anderson home fromIraq.
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Photos by Jayme Loppnow

130th Engineers go Fasching in Seligenstadt

Revelers enjoy the floats, candy and marching band  celebrants. Photoright: Lt. Col. Joe Ramos, 565th Engineer  Soldiers who joined the fun as guests of the town’s
music during the Seligenstadt Fasching Parade Feb. 23. Battalion commander, Spc. Tanya Christianson and Sgt. mayor. The brigade has an over 30-year history of Ger-
Several Hanau Soldiers were among the enthusiastic Maj. Jose Dorame were among 130th Engineer Brigade = man-American ties with the town.

Community notes ... Community notes ... Community notes

Spring cleaning sale Wolfgang Shopping Center will be openCivilian Fithess Program March 25from 8:30a.m.t0 12:30 p.m., some-
Sell your unused stuff at Argonner El-March25from1la.m.to4p.m.andBudingen’s ciyilians employed by the Army are en-timeinApriland June 3from8:30a.m.t012:30

ementary School, March 20 from 8:30 a.m. té\rmstrong Barrack’s branch from noon to 1couraged to engage in a regular program &M- Call Kristi Kolthoff at mil 322-1760 or civ

12:30 p.m. Toreserve a table contact Margdy M- @nd 2-4 p.m. The banks will have reduceghecise. Commanders may approve up {96181)88-1760.

Wilkinson at margey_wilkinson@eu. Nours that day while the staff attends trainghree hours excused absence per week @chool jobs

odedodea.edar Brenda Hoff at civ (06181) ing-Allcommunity automated teller machinesy|jow employees to exercise. The time is lim- Argonner Elementary School has vacan-

906-9847. This sale is being sponsored by tHB the Hanau area will be in operation. ited to sixmonths and is a one-time-only deal.; .« o educational technicians. educational
Hanau Education Association to raise schoRacquetba" Open enrollment is March 3-4. Enrollmentaides substitute teachers an’d lunchroom
arship money. Come to Pioneer Fitness Center for th@nd participantpackets are available fromthg, < * Applications are available at the

Financial Aid Workshop seventh annual 414th Base Support Battat-04th Aréa Support Gropu health promotiory .\ 0

ion Racquetball Tournament March 6-7. Regcoordinator. Callmil 322-9509, civ (06181) 88-

Attend the UniverSity Of Maryland,s FI_ isteratBa_m_Thecompetition Startsatha_nQ_509, broWse to WWW104thaSg Sunrise Gri" hours

nancial Aid Workshop March 4 at Pioneel, i a1 awards will be presented in eachanau.army.milor email karen.harris@ The Sunrise Grill is now open Tuesday

Education Center. You must make an aRgivision. There's a $25 entry fee with a T-shirfl04asg.army.mil. through Friday from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
pqlntment. Cont_act the UMrepresentative gj, $20 without. For information contact thecoupon socials Saturday and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
mil 322-9046 or civ (06181) 88-9046. Pioneer Fitness Center at mil 322-8197. Enjoy homemade foods, burgers, salads and

Army Community Service Sponsors a cou-

Employm_e_nt Safeguard community pon social March 25. Anyone interested mb\mencar?-style. preakfast; qug to order.

opportunities Joinyour local Safe Neighborhood Awaresaving money and having fun is invited o] Ne Sunrise Grillislocated in Building 405 on
A job fair will be held at lllusions Roller ness Program. Help safeguard the comm@uilding 9 on Pioneer Kaserne from 11:3@°!d Argonner Kaserne. Call mil 322-9149 or

Rink on Hanau’s Wolfgang Shopping Centenity by patrolling your neighborhood, in- a.m.to 1 p.m. Callciv(06181) 88-8963. mil 322-9380.

March 2 at9 a.m. creasing safety awareness, reporting sus;:tomedy After Dark USO CD recordings

Credit union job cious activity and watching out for your = oo ¢ o from America’s top stand-up  Send a recorded CD message to your

Andews Federal Credit Union has jot{/?/';]g::d;flI?nwlsggé%r;éggn?ftE;rz(i:g?comedyshows,such as BET Comic View antpved one downrange. Call the USO for an

openings. Stop by your local branch or call : "' showtime at the Apollo, are coming to Clup@PPointment. This program will continue until

mil 322-8062, civ (06181) 953 80. “emetreia watson@ 10dasg.army.mil. ., Fliegerhorst Kaserne March 27 at 10 p.nfroopsreturn to the Hanau area. Call the USO

‘Miss Saigon’ Read Across America for a night of non-stop laughs. Tickets are $18t il 322-8725 or civ (06181) 56119.
Gelnhausen Elementary School hold@tthe dooror $10inadvance. Thisshowisfqqutrition N uggets

The Five Pfennig Playhouse present « <
“Miss Saigon,”Marchg5,11,ylZ,13, 13 19am§j annual “Read Across America” weekadults only. Join the Women, Infants, Children-Over-

20at7:30 p.m. This production contains adu ‘225r?;;}”ﬁ;ghiegﬁinﬂ?;zik;';t:_‘g‘get:r'%owling center closes seas staff every third Tuesday of the month
themes, strong language and partial nudity, ", - Y. The Hessen Bowling Center lanes anéfom 12-12:30 p.m. atthe Wolfgang Outreach

Children under age 6 will not be admitted.rr(;f,jldi(;at ;r;];h%:aitc Iar%y,r\g/:: gﬁslagtri]ﬁ%nack bar will be closed until March 15. The“enter, Building 514, atthe Wolfgang Shop-
Tickets are $12 0€12. A March 6 perfor- 9 gic prog ) ping Center for discussions on topics in

; ; .+ Slots room will remain open durirg » Jor HistU
mance includes dinner and begins at 6 p_rhhe itu?}ents will drczss up %s thﬁ'r favhon:]%e renovation. nutrition. Participation is free. The March 16
00k character and parade through t topic is National Nutrition Month.

Tickets for the dinner performance are $25 or . .

€25. Tickets are available at the Hanau USéChO.OI' E\{ery classroom will also have|_|brary closed Schol hi

on Pioneer Kaserne. For information call mifPECial activities to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ The pioneer Library will be closed March cholarships .
322-8725 or emailspfennig@104asg. 100th birthday. Parents are encouraged {12 for painting and the laying of new carpet. Apply by March 29 for one of five $1,500

mwr.armv. milThe theater is located in B -Id_join the students for reading and the pa. schol_arsh_ips offered by Andrews Federal

in;v405 oyn Olld Argonner :<aserne N U ade. The school needs volunteers to vise PR Challenge Credit Union 2004 Scholarship program. In-
' the school to read to students that week. Take the written and skills tests to becomstructions and applications can be found on

Banks closed Call Kim Mitchell at civ (06051) 13011 or CPR certified. If you fail the challenge youthe AFCU websiteyww.andrewsfcu.orgr

The Community Bank at Hanau’semailkim_mitchell @eu.odedodea.edu. musttake the class. CPR Challenge dates aethe local branch.

WWW.104thasg. Ranau.armMy .Ml ........e.ceceiieieiieiececececeeteccessccssscsssecesssssssssssssssssssssssssssess March 2, 2004 Herald Union Page 21



414 th BSB — Biuidingen, Hanau

= o .
®

y A

l
"

|
\ “APine,
T d

LS 43

r

. -&v—‘ ‘\:-‘\_":h =3 TR e .('-:‘v\ W e ;‘-

Photo by Dennis Johnson
Sgt. 1st Class Pierre Thibodeaux, 1-1st Cavalry Mortar Platoon platoon sergeant (kneeling left) and his men diagram the plan of attack for another patrol.

Wild wild west for 1-1st Cav patrols

By Dennis Johnson infrastructure and we also train the Iraqi Civil Defensehat this is a dangerous place. We keep reminding the

414th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office Corps,” said Williams. The ICDC is agroup of Iragiswho willSoldiers that there are always people out there trying to
“Our goal is to create a safe and secure environment lep to main_tain order throughout the count_ry once they arbBsrupt the progress of th_e country that's being_made. The
the country can stand itself back up,” said Col. ChucRroperly trained(See the Feb. 3 Herald Union, page 14.)attacks are not always aimed at U.S. forces either. These

Williams, commander of 1st Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment. Thg 1-1st Cavalry he_ls 800 gr_ound tro_ops for patrols arqkople are t_rying to plqce f_egrout there by harming the Iraqis
Williams and the 1-1st Cav have been in Iraq since last Ap 00 air troops who fly Kiowa hell_copters in general supponvho work with us,” said W|II|_ar_ns. .
for 10 months of combat operations. Based at Camp Slay o the e_ntlre task fo_rce. “Besides secur!ty, we've been Anormalcombat patroIW|IImcIudetwotothree_veh|cles;
on the perimeter of Baghdad International Airport, the offiC!nVOIVEd in many prOJects_ tp help the Iraqi people; V\_/e’vepatrols can be long or sho_rt and_ run day anq night. Some
ers at least, are working out of lake front buiIdings: thatwertéeen as_,S|st|ng in the building of schools, the repair a_rphtrqls stay mounted in their vehicles and during othe_rs the
once holide;yguesthousesforBaath Party loyalists Opiniores;toratlon of water and sewage systems, and elec_trlch)Id|ers dismount so they can speak face-to-face with the
' Nfants. Many of these schools haven't been touched in 3@cal people. The patrols have interpreters but many Soldiers
around _the 1.'1St Cav seemsto agree that best par_t of their Igé%rs. The mission is going great, in 10 months I've seerhave also learned a few key phrases in Arabic. “Patrols allow
frontoffices is the marble bath rooms, complete with moderf), 4 o mount of civil and military work and great improve-us to collect intelligence but also to see where we can lend
toilets and bidets that work. Throughout Iraq water systemse s in the infrastructure. Water is now flowing from thea helping hand. If we get good intel, we can return later and
have been the last of the major mfraSt,rucu‘!re SyStems to h\‘?ers to the canals and then to the farms,” said Williams.remove those troublemaking people from the community,”
restored. On BIAP the Soldiers are still using porta-johns, «yg gyersee about nine zones in our sector, each whigaid Williams. “There’s usually a positive response from the
although contractors are working diligently to bring in toilets, 5\y have their own neighborhood advisory councils, theommunity after removing someone.”
that flush. first step toward a governing body. The local people bringy,. .
Looking across the lake from the headquarters you caReijr requests to the council for approval and we work witﬁv“d' wild west _ _
see the ruins of one of Saddam Hussein’s vast palagfm on security and we can also assist the councils in “I've been here so long | have to remind myself that it's

complexes. This particular one was arecreational facility witjetting help from Non-Governmental Organizations,” hdke the wild west,” said Sgt. 1st Class Pierre Thibodeaux, 1-
a huge theater, ballroom, conference room and swimmingid. “Right now we’re helping on a huge project that wilfLSt Cav Mortar Platoon platoon sergeant. “This is my longest
pool. One corner of the palace is completely demolished. iliclude acommunity center, a clinic, a youth center, a schoéleployment. I've been here 280 days, my fifth deployment
was attacked on the first night of the war by cruise missileg nursery and a council headquarters. The major issues @&d my fourth in a hostile environment.”
as American forces thought that President Hussein might bave to deal with are getting the funding and finding the Today, Thibodeaux and his patrol are going into a nearby
there watching a movie. contractors. We try to find local contractors whenever wtWn to search for a suspected improvised explosive device
The 1-1st Cavalry is responsible for an area covering 23%n. If a project needs support from the Ministry of Educatiomanufacturer. They have specific intelligence pointing to a
square kilometers from Baghdad airport south to Highway ar Health, like the building of the clinic and school, thes@articular home, but they’ll confirm that with *human intel”
and east to Highway 8. “We're guarding a sector thaministries will provide staff.” whenthey arrive. “Sometimes you knock on the doorandit’s
includes an electrical generating plant and an oil refinery. In order to fulfill these humanitarian missions the 1-1sRot correct, so you go back to your intel,” said Thibodeaux.
We're responsible for traffic control, fighting insurgents toCav must run almost daily combat patrols. “The number ofVe always go in cautiously. We ask nicely to search a
secure the area so we can help the Iragis develop thaitacks has greatly reduced recently, but never do we forget See 1-1st Cav on facing page
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