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[, / USO volunteer Anne Shewmaker hands out teddy bears. Photo

= & left: Pfc. Matthew Cutting, 501st Military Intelligence Battalion,
P | enjoys amechanical bullride.
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Maliana and Command Sgt. Maj. loakimo Falaniko of 1st Armored Division’s Division Engineers, pointto the : '
name of their son, Pvt. Jonathan Falaniko, who was killed Oct. 27,2003, while on patrol in Baghdad.

Remembering the fallen

Wiesbaden monument dedicated to ‘our heroes’

By David Ruderman “At an age when most young will continue our mission and we
104th Arec; ;zggorg Igcr:up Public men and women worry about whowill make it matter,” said Dempsey.
will advance to the next round of Heand Command Sgt. Maj. Roge

Task Force 1st Armored Divi- American Idol, whichteamwillmake P. Blackwood laid a wreath at the
sion Soldiers who made the the Super Bowl or who’s ahead inreplica of the monument that will be
ultimate sacrifice in support of Op- the NASCAR standings, they tookerected on the division's parade
eration Iragi Freedom were memori-a stand and decided that they wouldjround.
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Lt. Gen.Ricardo S. Sanchez, V Corps commander, talks to the mediain
Wiesbaden. Photo left: Children go for a giant slide on the airfield.

Welcoming them home in Wiesbaden

‘. . oto " I . Weisl
Soldiers of the 1st Armored Division’s brigades and battalions parade on Wiesbaden Army Airfield during the Welcome Home Celebration Oct. 7.

alized in a solemn ceremony ontryto make adifferenceintheworld.”  “It was a great ceremony, very By Karl Weisel

Wiesbaden Army Airfield Oct. 7., ’ »  moving,” said Command Sgt. Maj. y Karl Weise _ _
In consecrating a monument to SI:V?/uldn "t mo,l:rr? thethm . loakimo Falaniko of Division Engi- 104th A T o ree Public - combat uniform) stood by as Maj.

the 130 Task Force Soldierskilledin ' o ey cat NOnor tem, . ..s 1st AD. He and his wife Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, 1st AD

the line of duty, their families, w:yrgr:ljl th;t]czﬁlr dtr?fn;f:llj\:ﬁsihérrfMaliana inspected the memorial twas a striking contrast toltheforr:jmr? n'd?r, recglr!ed “heroef: who
friends, commanders and fellow becauseytheir s woramt taken'WhiCh bears among others the nam recept_lon U.S. Soldlgrs received |vei th eir |Yes _v(;nt courag“e.
Soldiers will ensure the memoryofthe were given. We should Cel_’oftheirson,Pvt.Jonathan Falaniko upontheirreturn from Vietnam three ”:t urts,” sal M_orrowr.] ng%, "
their lives and sacrifice will be re- ebr)r:lte theirglives. remember theirCompany A, 70th Engineer Battal- decades ago.. ) 0 t ?seguys were inmy husband's
membered among the living, saiOIfamilies and recor'nmitourselves toion’ 1stAD, whowas killed Oct. 27, The fourth In @ ot or el un’ Idi famili h
division leaders. nimaianinslitiesanie ensure2003’ while on patrol in Baghdad, come Home 'C.el'ebratlons fpr 1st As Sﬁ diers and fami |eshgat -
“We remember the Soldiers of e arc totheirexamgle Iraq. Armored ,D|V|S|on Soldiers, eredatthe monumentafter the dedi-fi§
e Task Force o are st e U USRI,y i leaingon e 2sin of s | WEsbater'swas vetanover deeaten e e nemeres e
:2:? ;:18 - thde m|c|>'num(|ant, o noYvensure that others remember with . lvsicd months in Irag, to remember thoseon to the airfield for a day of celebra- |
X yourcweting place In para us. ... lknow I speakforallof youin ational Cemetery, and I'lvisitall killed and ded, and to celebratetion including a formal ceremon
dise,” said 1st AD Chaplain (Lt. o st that we will not forget the heroes over there,” said illed and wounded, and to celebrateion including a formal ceremony,
Col.) LaMar Griffin in his invoca- 5\/ il 9 hei | QW- Falaniko. the“reunlon of friends and families. enter.talnm,ent, free food and a host|®
tion. “Inspire us with renewed faith, ewlllliveuptot elrexmp €. Wwe “These kinds of ceremonies are You have worked for the cause of chlldrgn sgames. |
s ) O L e of liberty and the peace oftheworld,” “President Bush said the enemies};. *

greater devotion and courage as very necessary to the memory o X X .
face the challenges of the world. .. our heroes,” said Capt. Jaan Kap, said Ambassador Daniel R. Coatsof freedomwould hear from America

Grant each of us a consuming de defense attache atthe Estonian Enp
sire that dignity and freedom might

become available to allmankind. ...
For this high and noble purpose we
dedicate our lives to God and coun
try.”

“Heroes live their lives with cour-
age, and I'm sure you'll agree with

D

onth to go visit him in Arlington
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U.S.ambassadorto Germany. “Youand they did — they heard from j5e mulligan (center), commander of VFW Post 27, talks to Soldiers,

bassy in Berlin, one of the high and your fellow Soldiers are chang-you,” said Paul Wolfowitz, deputy yeterans and family members at the Welcome Home Celebration.

ing the course of history in Iraq. ... secretary of defense, during remarks

We can never thank you enough foron the airfield. Wars Post 27 and a Gulf War veterantant to the Soldiers because we're thé , : _

what you did. “Olur enemies will “Our enemies will about the Welcome Home Celebrad3th mostimportant lobbying group | ) _ N Photo by Karl Welsel
“We rejoice in this never forget, and our tions. “I had good friends who cameon Capitol Hill. We fight the fight for Paul Wolfowitz, deputy secretary of defense, talks with Purple Heart recipient Staff Sgt. Jason Pepper of

moment, but we alsoneverff)rget, a.nd friends willalwaysre- back from Vietnam and were spit on all services. ... VFW does incrediblecompa“y B, .:I.GFhlEn.glneer Battalion, h.IS W|fe.I-Ieath.er(r|ght)and mf)th.el:-ln-law Denise von Wiecki. Pepper

y A remember your fellow our friends will o per what the 1st Regardless of what your politics arethings across the country — it's verySuffered major injuries after an attack in Iraq including the loss of his vision.

guys. Its kind of sad,” said Spc.| g giers who fell in @lways remember  Armored Divisiondid  that's no way to treat folks. community and family oriented.”  Military Intelligence Battalion, ap- touch them.” Hessen and Rheinland-Pfalz au-

ranking officials at the ceremony.
“The Estonian navy stands ready at
any time to participate in strength-
ening freedom and democracy.”
“They were a lot of really great

:22|ttitu\:\;e Iéntgv&/aa I?;;]o\:\;aea;)igu Patrick Wickens, 4-27thField Artil- | - oot coats what tlfe.1s.tAr-. in Irag,” Wolfowitz “People have to remember that AmongVFW lobbying efforts, he preciate more the routine of day-to-  “We owe it to our children and thorities provided a range of sup-
yearago,” Said Maijen Martin E lery. Wickens was one of a dozer) 544y, mored Division did to|d the assembled these are all volunteers out there dosaid, are moves to sustain Gl Billday life, his wife and three children. our grandchildren to make the worldport for Soldiers and families in

severely wounded Soldiers whg The day started it Iraq.” — Paul  soldiers and guests.

ing the country’s work,” said benefits, obtain better health care‘whi ' i " sai i i i
Dempsey, 1st AD commander, ad g y While you're gone you miss them a safer place,” said Roland Koch,Germany including free recreation,

dressing th mbl returnedtoGt_armanyfromthe United \yith a tribute to 130 Wolfowitz. Readingfromalet- Mulligan. “These are some ofand ensure the needs of the morigmmensely. You do appreciate theHessen’s minister president, dur-trips, security support by the police
efrs dg € asse by. those Sol Stgtkes tci W|thr1_es§ rt]hf cert—;mony. division Soldiers who failed to re- ter written by President George W. America’s finest.” than 9,000 wounded service memfamily a whole lot more after the de-ing remarks. and German army, and day-long
_odayweremember those Sol- Wickens lost his rightleg and con< .y rom Operation Iragi Freedom Bush, Wolfowitz said, “Ourcountry ~ Having supported the Wiesbaderbers in Operation Iragi Freedom areployment. “We live in a dangerous world outings such as Rhein River boat
dierswho gave all. The Soldiers we tinues to undergo physical rehabili

and the dedication of amonumentinis proud of your service and | am Welcome Home Celebration with ataken care of when they leave the “Every minute | can spend with and it’s going to become even morecruises, a Christmas party in

memorialize here today did their tation at Walter Reed Army Medical

. : - . ) their honor at the 1st Armored Divi- proud to be your commander in financial contribution, Mulligan said, military [for more information about them | do,” said O’Bryan, who first dangerous,” Koch said, citing the Wiesbaden’s Schloss Biebrich and
duty for our nation, for the ideals _Photo by Karl Weisel Ce‘r‘ner,ln Washington, D.C. sion parade fiel(see related story). chief.” the VFW helps ensure continued profocal VFW posts, call Mulliganatciv saw photos of his newborn son orfdeep-rooted friendship” between an open house at Hessenpark.
that define us,forthelrfamllles andMichael King, age 11, and Phyllis W? ve got'a lot of fr'lends up Phyllis Morrow, wife of Sgt. Rob- “This is the way we should do tection of future military benefits. “A (0171)2229359]. email and later by video teleconfer-the United States and Germany “It's a great honor and a privi-
for you and me — their fellow Sol- Morrow pay their respects at the  there,” he said, gesturing to thg ot Morrow, and 11-year-old things,” said Joe Mulligan, com- lot of folks don't understand the — Being deployed for so long madeence. “It was real heart wrenching towhich will prevail. lege to be here and to wish you all
diers. Wiesbaden memorialdedication.  names on the monument.

Michael King (dressed in a desertmander of the Veterans of Foreign power of this organization. It'simpor- Sgt. 1st Class Timothy O'Bryan, 501stsee them on a video when you can’t  While Soldiers served in Irag, awarm welcome,” Koch said.
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